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Novels and Mythologies
against the Narrative

ODA Makoto

This essay has fwo aims; one is to show the perspective Lévi-
Strauss’s structural analysis of myths has offered, and the other is
to point a resemblance between myths and novels in the way of being
against the narrative,

For the former, I do a demonstration of a structural analysis on
three African myths, and point out in the analysis that no myth is
isolated from others and that there is no single or privileged code
which excludes other codes in the formation or interpretation of
myths,

On the other hand, the novel is an unorthodox genre and a new-
comer in the European literature. While the epic which is the counter-
part of the narrative in the LatiI;—European literary - orthodoxy has
canons or priviieged codes, the novel doesn’t. ‘

Unlike the narrative or epic, and like myths viewed from the stand-
point of structurism, novels have no self-conclusion in their nature
of'~ intertextuality and always put several codes in play against the

autocracy of any single code the narrative demands.
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