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The Magic Formula Called Komyo-shingon

Nobuhiko KoBayasHi

As the personification of the ultimate truth, Mahavairocana (the
Great Sun) cannot be perceived. He is symbolized by gestures, sounds
and geometric figures. Buddhist tantrism is the system of attaining
buddhahood by using these symbols.

The Japanese, however, are not interested in becoming buddhas.
They only try to remove troubles in this world, and wish to go to a para-
dise called "gokuraku" #&%% after death. It is for this purpose that they
chant the komyo-shingon JtBHE Z addressed to Dainichi-nyorai A il
3K, the Japanese version of Mahavairocana.



