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MO la Vallée Poussin,O A review of(] Daisetz Teitaro Suzukil 'sCJ Outlines of
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(0 Soyen to P. Carus, 17 Dec. 1895:00 Now | have something to ask your
kind consent relating to the person of Suzuki Teitaro whom you know as the
translator of your ‘The Gospel of Buddha. 0 0 O He tells me that he has
been so greaty inspired by your sound faith which is perceptible in your vari-
ous works, that he earnestly desires to go abroad and to study under your
personal guidance, 0 00O
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Max Mdller. Three Introductory Lectures on the Science of Thought.
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Oldenberg, Ancient India, Its Language and Religions.
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[0 Carus, “The Spiderjweb,” Karma, A Story of Early Buddhism, 2nd ed., il-
lustrated by T. Hasegawa, Tokyo, for The Open Court Publishing Co., Chicago,
1895, pp. 13114: He had been in hell several kalpas and was unable to rise out
of his wretched condition, when Buddha appeared upon earth and attained to
the blessed state of enlightenment. At that memorable moment a ray of light fell
down into hell quickening all the demons with life and hope.
DO 0O00op. cit, pp. 1671168.
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MO loc. cit.

[0 Avadandsataka, ed. J. S. Speyer, St.JPétersbourg, 1906 & 1909, 1, 2, 3,
4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 17, 20, 22, 23, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30.

Divyavadana, ed. E. B. Cowell & R. A. Neil, Cambridge, 1886, 4, 5,
11, 16, 19, 26, 37.
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D0 “Avadanacataka, cent légendes bouddhiques,” traduites du sanskrit par Léon
Feer, Annales du Musée Guimet 18, Paris, 1891.
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MO ibid., p. 10; C'est une loi que, a l'instant ou les bienheureux Buddhas font
voire le sourire, des rayons bleus, jaunes, rouges, orangeés, jaillissent de la
bouche de Bhagavat.

cf000MO0000000000DO0O000 ™ pp. 3021303.

DO 0O00op. cit, pp. 1671168.

gng



oooooooooooooo

The Spiderlweb 00000000000 O0O0OOOOOCO OHarold Hender-
son00000000C00H. R FullenwiderDOOOOOOOOO DO Henderson,
Catalyst for Controversy, Paul Carus of Open Court, Carbondale, 1993, pp.
89190; Fullenwider, “The Onion and the Spidergweb”, Fabula 28, 1987, pp.
320732600

D0 Avadanacataka, traduites par Feer, p. 10: Les uns vont en bas, les autres
en haut. Les rayons qui vont en bas pénétrent dans les Narakas Sanjiva, Kalal
sutra, Sanghata, Raurava, Maharaurava, Tapana, Pratapana, Avici, Arbuda,
Nirarbuda, Saﬁaﬁa, Hahava, Huhuva, Utpala, Padma, Mahapadma.

MO loc. cit.: Alors dans les Narakas qui sont chauds. ils arrivent froids; dans les
Narakas qui sont froids, ils arrivent chauds. De cettte maniére, les étres qui
y sont (renfermés) éprouvent un changement dans leurs souffrances, 0 0O O
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jo0o0000o0bO0obOobO0ooDOoOoU0o0obO0bOoDOobDOooDooUooDbOoD
gooooooobobobooog

loc. cit.: etil leur vient une pensée qui’ils se communiquent en ces termes: Mes-
sieurs, serionsinous déchus d'ici, ou serionsinous nés ailleurs?
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000000000000 0000000 Louis de la Vallée Poussin, La mo-
rale bouddhique, Paris, 1927, pp. 2051207
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D00 Avadanacataka, traduites par Feer, p. 10: Mais pour produire en eux la foi,
Bhagavat fait un signe.
pour produire en eux la foi:teﬁéﬁ] prasédasaﬁ]jananérthaﬁ]
Bhagavat fait un signe: bhagavan nirmittaﬂw visarjayati
gooobobobobooooobobobooobooooobooboboobog
gooooooobobobooooouoob0bUoboobooooboooboo
00000 Munsigne/nirmittal 0000000000000 OOOOOOO
gooooobooboboobog
loc. cit.: lls voient ce signe et reprennent: Non, Messieurs, nous ne sommes
pas déchus d'ici, nous ne sommes pas nés ailleurs. Soulement il y a un étre tel,
gu'on n'en avait pas encore vu; c'est par sa puissance que cette souffrance qui
caractérisait notre (condition) est interrompue.
ooooo0oooOooooUoboo0oooogoooooooooooooDo
goo0oboobo0ob0obo@boooooobbo0ooooobooobooooooo
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Carus, op. cit.,, p. 18: You yourself must make an effort. The Buddhas

are only preachers.

Carus, The Gospel of Buddha, Chicago, 1894, p. 111: You youriself must
make an effort. The Tathagatas are only preachers. The thoughtful who en-
ter the way are freed from the bondage of Mara.

ma Bﬁhadéraﬂyakopanﬁad, traduite et annotée par E. Senart, Paris, 1934, p.

28 (2. 1. 20), p. 30 (2. 3. 6).
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o00000000000000D000 “selfr 000000000000 “atman”
00000000000 000 The Gospel of Buddhad Chicago, 18840000
0000000oooooooooooooooooooooog “atman’l“self”
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Carus, The Gospel of Buddha, preface, pp. vijvii: Lest the fundamen-
tal idea of Buddha's doctrines be misunderstood, the reader is warned to take
the term “self” in the sense in which Buddha uses it. The “self” of man can
be and has been understood in a sense to which Buddha would never have
made any objection. Buddha denies the existence of “self’ as it was commonly
understood in his time; he does not deny man’s mentality, his spiritual con-
stitution, the importance of his personality, in aword, his soul. But he does
deny the mysterious egojentity, the atman, in the sense of a kind of souljmo-
nad which by some schools was supposed to reside behind or within man’s
bodily and psychical activity as a distinct being, a kind of thingrinjitself,
and a metaphysical agent asumed to be the soul.
Mmooboobob0oboboooooobobOOobUobDooDoooooWooo
goo0o0o0o0o0obO0obOobDOobD0ooo0oboooooooooOoooDoOoOoo
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0 0O 0O Carus, “The Spiderjweb,” Karma, 2nd ed., p. 13: The man who is
converted and has rooted out the illusion of self, with all its lusts and sin-
ful desires, will be a source of blessing to himself and others.

00 0Oibid., p. 14: But you cannot be rescued unless the intense sufferings
which you endure as consequences of your evil deeds have dispelled all con-
ceit of selfhood and have purified your soul of vanity, lust, and envy.

00 0Oibid., p. 16: The illusion of self was still upon Kandata. He did not
know the miraculous power of a sincere longing to rise upwards and enter
the noble path of righteousness.

[Jd Carus, op. cit.,, p. 16.

00 ibid., pp. 13, 16.

IO Carus, The Gospel of Buddha, Chicago, 1894, p. 34.

MO0O00o0O0op. cit, p. 170.

IO Carus, “The Spiderjweb,” p. 16.
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[0 Carus, op. cit,, p. 14: He said: ‘'Kandata, did you ever perform an act of kind-
ness? It will now return to you and help you to rise again. But you cannot be
rescued unless the intense sufferings which you endure as consequences of your
evil deeds have dispelled all conceit of selfhood and have purified your soul of
vanity, lust, envy.

Kandata remained silent, for he had been a cruel man, but the Tathagata in
his omniscience saw all the deeds done by the poor wretch, and he perceived that
once in his life when walking through the woods he had seen a spider crawling
on the ground, and he thought to himself, ‘I will not step upon the spider, for
he is a harmless creature and hurts nobody.’
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Kumolnolito, a Reputed Tale of
Ryunosuke Akutagawa

— An Attempt to Adapt a European Buddhist Narrative —

Nobuhiko KoeavasHI

Paul Carus (185271919) wrote a short Buddhist narrative called “The
Spideriweb” in 1894 and Teitaro Suzuki (00 00O 187011966) translated
it into Japanese in 1898. Ryunosuke Akutagawa (0 0000 189211927)
adapted it for children in 1918. Entitled “Kumopnorito” (DO OO a spi-
der’s thread), this adaptation was evaluated highly among Japanese crit-
ics and adopted in many schoolbooks.

In spite of its high reputation among critics, however, Akutagawa’s
Kumognolito is not a success as an adapted story. Ignorant of the Bud-
dhist tradition, Akutagawa missed Carus’s points and failed to construct
a coherent story.

Modern philological study of Buddhist texts was established in Europe
in the nineteenth century and excellent research results were produced
there. Having taken advantage of them, Carus knew much about ancient
Buddhist literature. His tale is faithful to the Buddhist tradition and co-
herent as a whole.

Carus had diligently studied Buddhism, read almost all translations
of Buddhist scriptures then available in Europe, and written many books
on Buddhism. So he was following the Buddhist tradition when he wrote
“The Spideriweb,” which runs as follows :

A sinner called Kandata has been suffering tortures in Hell. Hav-
ing appeared on earth, Buddha sheds rays. Spreading everywhere,
they reach even Hell. And he sends a spider as his proxy to Kan-
data, who takes hold of the web and begins to climb up. Soon he
feels the thread trembling, for many sinners are climbing after him.
Kandata becomes frightened and shouts, “Let go the cobweb. It is
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mine.” At that moment, the spiderweb breaks, and all fall back into
Hell.
(Here the rays are a symbol of Buddha’s teaching.)

The meaning of this story is that it is essential to follow Buddha's teach-
ing, according to which there exists no such thing as atman (self). The
Hindus believe that an entity called “atman” subists in every human or
animal body. In contrast, the Buddhists deny the existence of atman.
Kandata falls back into Hell, because he proves that the illusion of at-
man is still upon him, saying that the cobjweb is his alone.

In translating “the illusion of atman (self),” the ancient Chinese used
the expression “wozhigwangnian” 0 O 10 O, which means “the mistaken
idea approving the existence of atman,” “wt” O (I) being equivalent to the
Sanskrit “atman.”

The ancient Japanese borrowed the word “woizhi/O 10 ” from Chinese,
and the new word “gagsifu/0 [0 ” was established in Japanese to mean “to
persist in ones own standpoint.” It is this “galsifu” that Suzuki used to
translate Carus'’s expression “the illusion of self (atman).” And Akutagawa
took Suzuki’s “galsifu” in the sense of “not thinking about others” / “mer-
ciless,” according to the Japanese usage.

Thus Carus’s story, which warns us not to swerve from the right teach-
ing, was transformed into a new story which warns us not to be merciless
to others. The main point of the original having been mistaken,
Akutagawa'’s adaption is incoherent as a whole. The Kumopnorito is a fail-
ure.
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