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The Actual Situation and Challenges of Rural-Urban
Labor Mobility Phenomenon in China

—— Focusing on the Current State of Rural Labor Mobility

in Henan Province —

YANG Xiaoyu
OSHIMA Kazutsugu

The purpose of this paper is to grasp the situation of rural labor
migration from the 1990s, when labor migration was in full swing, to the
present day in China as a whole and in Henan Province, and to clarify the
characteristics and trends of the rural labor force.

The subject of this paper’s research will be the actual situation of rural
labor migration in China as a whole and the case of Henan Province, which
has more rural-born labor migration in the country, from macro and semi-
macro perspectives.

Henan's provincial population in 2020 will reach approximately 115
million, making it the most populous province in China. On the other hand,
due to the rather slow development of the provincial economy, the labor
force from rural areas that has moved out of the region has reached
approximately 15.85 million, the highest figure in the country. Therefore,
research on the phenomenon of rural labor migration in Henan Province
has a certain significance in understanding the nationwide trend of rural
labor migration.

Furthermore, we would like to focus on how the spread of new
coronavirus infection since 2020 has affected the migration phenomenon of

the rural labor force.



