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The Actual State of the Urban-Rural Education Gap in
China and the Structure that Reproduces the Gap

—— A Case Study of Handan City, Hebei Province —

WANG Zikun
OSHIMA Kazutsugu

In recent years, the issue of income inequality in China has attracted the
attention of society and the government: the income gap between urban
and rural areas in China from 2013 to 2019 was 2.8, which is high even by
international standards.

Based on these urban-rural income disparities and other economic
disparities, it is well known that there is a clear gap between urban and
rural areas in terms of education. Although the educational situation in
rural China has improved markedly in recent years, there is still a clear
disparity in the duration of education and educational infrastructure
between urban and rural areas.

Therefore, this paper examines the actual situation and issues of
educational disparities between rural and urban areas, using Handan City,
Hebei Province, as the research subject. The main research methods used
were a questionnaire survey of parents and an interview survey of four
teachers. Using the results of these field surveys, we examine the actual
situation of educational disparity between rural and urban areas and its

reproductive structure.



