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Issues in the Traditional Craft Industry and Overseas

Development

HAMAGUCHI Natsuho
OSHIMA Kazutsugu

It has been a long time since the shrinking and decline of the domestic
market for traditional Japanese crafts has been voiced. In response to this
situation, the national and local governments have provided various types
of support, but the promotion of traditional crafts production areas has
been accompanied by a number of challenges. In this regard, according to a
report by the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry (METI), the
following five issues have been identified as challenges faced by traditional
craft production centers and companies. According to the report by the
Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry (METI), the following five
problems are cited as the challenges facing traditional craft centers and
companies: (1) sluggish demand, (2) difficulties in mass production, (3)
severe shortage of human resources and successors, (4) serious decline in
production infrastructure (raw materials, production tools, etc.), and (5)
changes in lifestyles and values among modern consumers and lack of
response to such changes. As described above, the situation surrounding
the traditional crafts industry is severe. On the other hand, it is clear that
traditional crafts have made a certain contribution to the development of
local economies, not only because many of them have high artistic value in
their own right, but also because they have great significance from the
perspective of passing on local culture. The unilateral downsizing of the
traditional craft industry is extremely worrisome from many perspectives,
including the development of Japan's regional culture and local economies.

In considering the above-mentioned issues, many of them can be solved
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to some extent by developing new sales channels. For example, if new
sales channels can be developed, (1) the slump in demand can be
addressed, and (3) the serious shortage of human resources and successors
can be resolved if sales increase as a result of the development of new
sales channels. One of the keys to solving this problem is the development
of new sales channels, and one of the most important opportunities for this
Is exporting to overseas markets. In addition, there is an increasing
number of studies that discuss the potential for promoting traditional crafts
through exports.

In this report, we will examine the role of traditional crafts in regional
development and the challenges they face, particularly from the

perspective of developing overseas markets such as exports.



