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Changes and Challenges in Japan's Foreign Labor Force
Acceptance System

— Focusing on Changes in the Foreign Technical Internship

System ——

THINN THINN KHAINE
OSHIMA Kazutsugu

In recent years, Japan's system for foreign workers has undergone a
major transformation. In April 2019, against the backdrop of a serious labor
shortage, a new residency status, “Specified Technical Skills,” will be
created to allow foreign workers to extend their stay in Japan and even to
settle in Japan, thus shifting Japan to actively accept foreign workers. The
total number of foreign workers has increased as a result of such
deregulation, and the number of countries from which they come has
expanded gradually to include Southeast Asian countries, with Vietnam
rapidly replacing China in recent years.

In principle, Japan has not accepted simple labor until now. However,
the current situation is that a significant number of foreigners are actually
entering the labor force in various industries under a variety of residence
statuses. Thus, Japan's policy of accepting foreign labor is not consistent
with its principles and reality, and the technical internship system, in
particular, has been the source of many problems, including criticism from
abroad that the system violates human rights.

Thus, the current technical internship system faces a number of
challenges, which led to the aforementioned 2019 amendment of the law in
a more realistic form to alleviate these problems and to meet the growing
demand for labor in the real industrial sector. As a result of this legal

revision, the number of foreign workers is expected to continue to increase
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for a long time to come. Therefore, it IS necessary to determine
fundamental policies regarding the acceptance of foreign labor, such as (1)
how Japan will deal with the acceptance of foreign labor over the long
term, (2) whether or not Japan will systematically accept more simple
labor, (3) how Japan will compete with other Asian countries and regions
that accept foreign labor, and (4) how Japan will develop its institutional
arrangements. In addition, institutional arrangements have become an
urgent issue.

Under these circumstances, this paper will focus on the foreign technical
internship system and the newly established “specified skill system” to
analyze the current status of the system and the challenges it faces, with a
particular focus on the role and importance of the supervisory bodies that

accept foreign technical intern trainees.



