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On the Vulgar Saying “Qu ni de”

XU Guoyu

“Qu ni de” was not originally a vulgar word. It later became a
vulgarity mainly because one party in the conversation changed their
stance.

The vulgar expression “Qu ni de” was expanded within the two
basic grammatical frameworks- “Qu ni X(de)” and “Qu ni(X) de
X". Some of the extensions break through the limitations of semantic
and grammatical rules, showing the unruly wayward characteristics
of vulgar language. In addition, it's mostly extended by using some
words commonly used in swear words, such as relatives, sexual organs,
animals, excreta, abilities, etc, which fully reflects the typical cultural
characteristics of Chinese swear words.

In application, the vulgar expression “Qu ni de” and its extended forms
have the following three prominent characteristics: 1. In-person versus
non-in-person; 2. Wild swearing, refined swearing, and no-swearing;
3. Displaying or non-displaying the focus information.
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