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A Study of Characteristics of Dropouts Using Text Mining

NAKAMURA Katsuyuki

To investigate the hypothesis that the amount of writing is a signal emitted by students
at risk of dropping out, we statistically examined the relationship between the amount
of writing in minute student-written papers and their subsequent dropout. The following
characteristics were found for writings of students who dropped out of school. First,
students who used fewer verbs in their sentences tended to miss more classes. Second,
those who used fewer nouns in their sentences tended to avoid taking seminars due
to their poor grades. However, some students dropped out at the end of a particular
semester as a result of factors that could not be determined solely in relation to the

amount of writing.






