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There was a time when, though my path was rough,
This joy within me dallied with distress,
And all misfortunes were but as the stuff
Whence Fancy made me dreams of happiness:
For hope grew round me, like the twining vine,
And fruits, and foliag, not my own, seemed mine.
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For not to think of what I needs must feel,
But to be still and patient, all I can;
And haply by abstruse research to steal
From my own nature all the natural man —
This was my sole resource, my only plan:
Till that which suits a part infects the whole,
And now is almost grown the habit of my soul.
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And all which I had culled in wood-walks wild,
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And all which patient toil had reared, and all,
Commune with thee had opened out —but flowers
Strewed on my corse, and borne upon my bier,

In the same coffin, for the .self-same grave!
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