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Brazilians’ Religious Consciousness

Hisahiro SHIMA

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this paper is to investigate religious consciousness

of Brazilians.

In August 1990 a study was made of 203 randomly selected males
and females aged 49—56 living in Bagé in province of Rio Grande do
Sul in the Federal Republic of Brazil.

The surveys were conducted indoors using the facc—sheet method.

The questionnaire consisted of 48 items concerning health, eating
habits, family relations and old age as well as religious behabior.

Both questionnaire and interview were conducted in Portuguese.

The religious distribution of Brazilians are presented in Table 1.

Table 1 Religious Distribution of Brazilians in Bagé of Brazil

Religion Male Female Total
Number % Number % Number %

Catolica 77 77 79 76.7 156 76.8
Protestante 5 5 12 11.7 17 8.4
Espirita 12 12 6 5.8 18 8.9
Umbanda 2 2 4 3.9 6 3.0
Without Religion 4 4 2 1.9 6 3.0
Total 100 100 103 100 203 100

We fond Brazilians to be very accepting of and positive toward
riligion.

The significant of these results was discussed.



