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Japanese Suffix chikku Derived
from English “-tic” :

Investigation Using Two Kinds of Data

MURANAKA Toshiko

The Japanese suffix chikku, of English origin, is examined using two kinds
of data. The Japanese suffix chikku corresponds to the English suffix -fic. For
example, in the word mangachikku, chikku attaches to manga (comics), and
mangachikku becomes a Na-adjective, meaning “seemingly comic-like”. It is
the purpose of this paper to investigate the use situation and the power which
makes a new word from the Japanese suffix chikku.

Datal : CD-Mainichi Shinbun 1991-2005 (CD-ROM in which all the articles
in Mainichi Newspapers were recorded with the full text.)

Data2: Balanced Corpus of Contemporary Written Japanese (BCCW]), cre-
ated by the National Institute for Japanese Language and Linguistics.

BCCW] is a corpus of a total of about 104,800,000 words, and the sample
was extracted by random sampling, from 11 sorts of data: newspapers, maga-
zines, books, textbooks, white papers, public information papers, texts of the
law, verse, the Parliament minutes, Yahoo! wisdom, and Yahoo! blog.

As a result, the following things became clear. The suffix chikku is of low
frequency. However, for 15 years, it did not disappear, but appeared every
year, and stable and continuous use was seen. It is thought that the reason for
the low frequency is that the style display function of the suffix chikku is to re-
strict strongly the context which can be used. On the other hand, it is thought
that the reason for stable and continuous use is that the flexibility of the word
placed immediately before chikku is high. That is, one new Na-adjective after
another can be made by suffixing chikku to an established word. Any word
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of Japanese origin, a Chinese word, a foreign word, or a hybrid word may be
sufficient as the element attached before chikku.

Although chikku has become a suffix placed behind a noun and to form a Na-
adjective, in the data in 2, there are some word forms (e.g., osharechikku
(fashionable), koukyuuchikku (seemingly high rank), etc.) which placed
chikku behind a Na-adjective instead of a noun, over ten percent by number.
Furthermore, if the data in 1 are compared with the data in 2, since examples
linked to a phrase instead of a word and examples linked to a proper noun in-
stead of a general noun are seen in the latter but not in the former, it will be
suggested that the possibility of connection is increasing.
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