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Introductory Study of the Philosophy of
Dream of the Red Chamber

WANG Zhu

Looking back over the history of Chinese studies of the philosophy of Dream
of the Red Chamber #1/5%*, we can find Commentary on the Dream of the Red
Chamber FIH3E5F54, written by Wang Guowei F [El#f, which treated the
novel in the context of Chinese literature and philosophy. Building on from
Wang Guowei’s study, Hu Shi #{# established a new research method for ap-
proaching the novel, demonstrating not only that the author of Dream of the
Red Chamber was Cao Xueqin & 25 7%, but also that the novel should be con-
sidered as Cao’s autobiography. After that, many more scholars took up the
study of Dream of the Red Chamber, and it is now recognized throughout the
world as a reflection of Chinese culture rather than just a novel.

Various genres for the study of Dream of the Red Chamber have appeared
over the years since research began, but research into the philosophy that un-
derlies the book has lagged far behind even though it has been long been con-
sidered important by scholars. Together with basic comprehension of the
standard genres for approaching the book, this paper, by making a detailed
study of Cao Xueqin’s favorite work of philosophy, Zhuangzi ¥, will seek
to gain a better understanding of Dream of the Red Chamber.

In the eighty chapters of Dream of the Red Chamber, there are at least six-
teen situations which refer directly or indirectly to Zhuangzi, and many more
situations which reveal Cao Xueqin’s Zhuangzi consciousness. Believing that
the philosophy of Zhuangzi is the key to understanding Dream of the Red
Chamber, the paper undertakes a detailed study of the situations in which Cao
Xueqin’s debt to Zhuangzi may be identified.
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