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�2Ambassador�s Residence, Embassy of Japan in the United States of America,
�Reception in Honor of the swearing in of U.S. Ambassador to Japan Caroline
Kennedy,� November 12, 2013, available at http://www.us.emb-japan.go.jp/
english/html/ambassador-kennedy-reception. html ( last visited November 17,
2013).

Y2Hans Nichols, �Caroline Kennedy Said to Be Candidate for Envoy to Japan,�
Bloomberg News Feb 28, 2013, available at http://www.bloomberg.com/news/
2013�02�27/caroline-kennedy-said-to-be-candidate-for-envoy-to-japan.html ( last
visited December 7, 2013).
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japantimes.co.jp/news/2013/09/24/national/transcript-of-caroline-kennedys-senate-
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http://japanese.japan.usembassy.gov/j/amb/tambj-bio.html�2013� 11Å 29.
Û?*Eq��Embassy of the United States in Japan, �Caroline Bouvier
Kennedy, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary,� available at http://
japan.usembassy.gov/e/amb/tamb-bio.html (last visited December 1, 2013).
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�UCaroline Kennedy, �A President Like My Father,� New York Times January
27, 2008, available at http://www.nytimes.com/2008/01/27/opinion/27 kennedy.
html (last visited October 18, 2013).

�UJeff Zeleny, �Kennedy Calls Obama �New Generation of Leadership,� � New York
Times January 28, 2008, available at http://www.nytimes.com/2008/01/28/us/
politics/28 cnd-dems.html (last visited October 18, 2013).

�UMark Landler, �Obama Nominates Caroline Kennedy to Be Ambassador to
Japan,� New York Times July 24, 2013, available at http://www.nytimes.com/
2013/07/25/world/asia/caroline-kennedy-picked-to-be-ambassador-to-japan.html?
_r=1& (last visited November 19, 2013).

��U"p�j���������-��1��H4º»B�CNN, �Analysis of
Hillary Clinton�s Exit Speech,� Aired June 7, 2008, available at http://edition.cnn.
com/TRANSCRIPTS/0806/07/se.01.html1¼½G

��UNicholas Confessore and Danny Hakim, �Kennedy Drops Bid for Senate Seat,
Citing Personal Reasons,� New York Times January 21, 2009, available at http://
www.nytimes. com/2009/01/22/nyregion/22caroline. html?ref= carolinekennedy
schlossberg&_r=2& (last visited October 18, 2013).
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® 2013¯ 7C 25�!http://mainichi.jp/area/news/20130725ddf001030006000c.
html, 2013¯ 10C 7�°±h²³6+

(E*YJBPpress`2013¯ 9C 25�!http://jbpress.ismedia.jp/articles/-/38777!2013
¯ 10C 8�°±h²³6+

(r*Jennifer Lind, �Why Caroline Kennedy is a good pick for Japan post,� CNN July
25, 2013, available at http://edition.cnn.com/2013/07/25/opinion/lind-kennedy-
japan/index.html?iref=allsearch (last visited October 18, 2013).

(u*David Rothkopf, �Naming Caroline Kennedy ambassador to Japan sends a
terrible message about America,� Foreign Policy July 25, 2013, available at
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2013/07/25/naming_caroline_kennedy_
ambassador_to_japan_terrible_message_about_america?page=0,1 (last visited October
12, 2013).

(}*Aaron David Miller, �Let�s not be so quick to prejudge Caroline Kennedy�s
appointment as U.S. Ambassador to Japan,� Foreign Policy July 29, 2013,
available at http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2013/07/29/expert_diplomat
_foreign_service_ambassador_caroline_kennedy (last visited October 12, 2013).

(B*S.´343µStephen Harner*G�����zN�O!¶�A���·���
¸-cForbes.comY�¹ª«º»¼`2013¯ 9C 26�!http://www.nikkei.
com/news/print-article/?R_FLG=0&bf=0&ng=DGXNASFK2500R_V20C13A
9000000&uah=DF 150220104322!2013¯ 12C 2�°±h²³6+´343	!
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D�*Peter Grier, �Caroline Kennedy: Good or bad choice for US ambassador to
Japan?�, Christian Science Monitor April 2, 2013, available at http://www.
csmonitor.com/USA/DC-Decoder/Decoder-Wire/2013/0402/Caroline-Kennedy-
Good-or-bad-choice-for-US-ambassador-to-Japan-video (last visited December 8,
2013).

H2IJKLM����N�hi5j
ÈÉkO	����FÊË]�R Ì(



��������	�
����	����������������

�� �!�"#$%&'()�*��+,���-	./01�234

56�789:;<=>?@Michael J. Mansfield.#ABC�"BB#.DE#AFF�

#AGG$.9:;<=>?'H�I��JK�L�JKMNO�P3Q�7

@Walter F. Mondale.#A"G�.DE#AAC�#AAR$./01�5S�T�9:;

U=>V@Thomas S. Foley.#A"A�"B#C.DE#AAF�"BB#$.WX1�Y�

H�9<==Z[N@Howard H. Baker.Jr..#A"\�.DE"BB#�"BB\$�

�]*����^'	.V_`ab�cad�e��fgh-i�j.#ACA

k-l�mn�8�o�o='gpo�qrsMtu�.vw'axMyz

�{�|}~�@Edwin O. Reischauer.#A#B�#AAB.DE#AR#�#ARR$��

]*

�%�.��|���"��%&������������O�*"BB\

k��%&"BBAk#��'����MNO�|�5n�@J. Thomas

Schieffer.#A�F�$	���4�+,'.���4�U=>?MC�NO.

�������-���.���	����f �� �W���|��

W�� ¡¢M£z�¤
'(]""$*¥¦	�§�4¨{T©��@DE

"BB#kF�ª"BB\k"�$«�.��|��JK�¬£®'(z��¯

j]"C$*

§°2��#�������'(z�7�4@John V. Roos.#A\\�$	.

±²³�4I35S�8�o���´µ�o=M+�9|T¶3°·��¸

"#$����©�TH���¹º	.Embassy of the United States in Japan, �U.S.
Ambassadors to Japan,� http://japan 2.usembassy.gov/e/amb/tamb-list.html-
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"C$Stephen Harner, �The Caroline Kennedy Confirmation And Japan-China
Rapprochement,� Forbes September 19, 2013, available at http://wwww.forbes.
com/sites/stephenharner/2013/09/19/the-caroline-kennedy-confirmation-2020-
loanee-zero-for-japan-china-rapprochement/ (last visited December 1, 2013).
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HSv«ÆI take your concerns very seriously, Senator. I look forward to

studying this issue as much as I can, and to working with you to move this
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TÈV�Transcript of Caroline Kennedy�s Senate hearing: Statement by Ms. Caroline

Kennedy, Nominee for U.S. Ambassador to Japan, Senate Foreign Relations
Committee, September 19, 2013�, Japan Times Sep 24, 2013, available at http://
www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2013/09/24/national/transcript-of-caroline-kennedys-
senate-hearing/#.UqGG6tJdV8F (last visited December 6, 2013).
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Q1�School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS), Johns Hopkins University,
�Kent E. Calder, Ph.D.,� available at http://www.sais-jhu.edu/kent-calder (last
visited December 8, 2013).
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Q-�Council on Foreign Relations, �Sheila A. Smith,� available at http://www.cfr.org
/experts/asia-and-pacific-japan/sheila-a-smith/b12373 (last visited October 12,
2013).
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T�Coco Masters, �Camelot in Tokyo: Can Caroline Kennedy Shake up Japan�s Sexist
Politics?�, Foreign Policy March 6, 2013, available at http://www.foreignpolicy.
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This article explores whether or not Her Excellency Ms. Caroline Bouvier
Kennedy, the U.S. Ambassador to Japan who assumed office on November,
19, 2013, can contribute to developing Japan-U.S. relations.

President Obama nominated Ms. Kennedy for this post in July 2013. While
the nomination was immediately welcomed by the Japanese government,
critics were divided over the president�s choice. Some hail the choice
because of her close relations with President Obama, but others are
concerned because she lacks experience in public office. Still others hope
that, as the first woman to be nominated, she might give inspiration to
Japanese women, who continue to endure low social status compared to
their counterparts in other developed countries.

In order to determine whether Ambassador Kennedy can contribute
positively to Japan-U.S. relations, the following aspects will be examined:
her family background and her past career; the qualifications for a U.S.
ambassador to Japan; the issues that she is likely to face during her term;
and the pros and cons of being the first female U.S. Ambassador to Japan.

At the same time, the author notes that, because she attracts so much
media attention both in Japan and in the U.S., Ambassador Kennedy has
the potential to contribute to boosting the two countries� important
bilateral relationship.

Her Excellency Ms. Caroline Kennedy,

Ambassador of the United States to Japan:

Will She Become the Crown Jewel for Japan-U.S. Relations?

Keiko KARUBE
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Further, the author discusses the political implication for Japan-U.S.
relations should Ambassador Kennedy carry out her expected visit to
Nagasaki, one of the two cities to have been destroyed by nuclear bombs
dropped by American warplanes at the end of World War �.

Keywords: Kennedy, Caroline, Ambassador, Japan-U.S. relations,
Foreign policy
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