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Akira Nomura:

The Social Psychology of Folk Observance

Kenya Numata

This book is valuable because it is one of the rare cases of
social psychological studies in Japan that focuses on a particular
problem in Japan with an emic perspective. In part I of this book,
psychological mechanisms of folk observance are explained on the
basis of the accumulated socio-psychological material. Part II is
devoted to a study of Kifsunemochi as a particular folk observance
from an emic perspective which means the attitude of problem
seeking from the inward of a region or a culture. Although
unfortunately any new theory of the author is found, this book is
very convenient for those who want to do some research in the

field of religion and folklore as well as folk observance itself.



