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Professionalism for Certified Psychiatric Social Workers:
The Current Status and Future Directions

Setsuko SAKAE

This study presents the historical overview of Japanese psychiatric social
workers and the development of the professions in Japan. The author maintains
that certified social workers should focus on psychosocial model and ecological
approach for clients who use mental health services. However, certified social
workers are trained in the certification system which more strongly emphasizes
the medical model. In the future directions of the certification system, the author
recommends reorganization of the certification curriculum, construction of con-
tinuing education system for the current certified psychiatric social workers, and
clarification of the roles for the Japanese Association of Psychiatric Social

Workers.

Key words: Certified Psychiatric Social Worker, the Mentally Disabled

Psychosocial model, Ecological approach, Life model



