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And though that he were worthy, he was wys,
And of his port as meeke as is a mayde.
Prol. 68— 9.
Fofliz, G. Chaucer (LI FCHEWE) D The Canterbury Tales (PR
CTEB) WBIETHb0THE, FEMEFESILE (Comparison of
Equalit}}) D EE ETRE N B8, BHAEEICBOVT, BAR meek XL,
ZEE maid TRPNERB STV EEEVL, #HbT5THS,

And though so much distinguished, he was wise

And in his bearing modest as a maid,
Coghill, p. 21,
i Coghill 12k 5 iR 2 TOBNIFERTH 545, A0 maid 3%
DEFETH DY, WAFAD meek &, LHILVEKRD modest ITEXRZL
SNTVW5, ThicL, RUCTORD>EORIEL SIS 5 M
“For thilke spouse that she took but now

Ful lyk a fiers leoun, she sendeth heere,
As meke as evere was any lomb, to yow!”
SN, 19799,
BAIEEER
Her very spouse, that she but now has taken
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Fierce as a lion, hither has she sent

Meek as a lamb, his violence forsaken

For Thee, dear Lord!’. ..

Coghill, p. 457.

And leet this crueel sergeant doon his wille.
Cl. b38—39.
BRIGE

g}g

And let the cruel fellow do his will,
Coghill, p. 354.
LDBITIE, CoghilldZDE % meek & lamb 2FH LTV 3, BAIEEE
DREIFHEHEICE T 2 meek OREFTANTHSB L, meek & lamb (2%
BITHE U OT, “Set Phrases” (BIFS P &HR) & LTHicfm&ahn, S
PELTOMMUZZERIHEITLL TV,

He never complains about the way he’s treated, he's

as meek as a lamb.

Longman Dictionary” of English Idioms (p. 216)
TRDD, T as meek as a lamb BT, meek (3 lamb &5
HFE DL L FEOMT %, lamb E{Zki)i‘j&t;&ﬁﬁﬁ‘ﬁﬁi meek DEERIC
INENT, ‘very meek’ E\WHMFS oA A lTSP 2R LT
WO TH S, ERZEFR L, CHOEEIZHBWT, I ORSEHEE
DT, EDOL3B6DH, SPELTHEDIUTVLDTES D ho?
C DX T, BRAFEEI BV TIE, Longman Dictionary of English
Idioms (LDE T &BE) 205, CHiIZBWTIE, The Canterbury Tales 7

>

5, COREHBHEDEEAEEZMOL, HEEHERST LTS3,
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CTotiz, T ORSHERGEY, >E¥>XLBETIBFEH 5,

But of hir song, it was as loude and yerne

As any swalwe sittynge on a berne,

Therto she koude skippe and make game,

As any kyde or calf folwynge his dame.

Hir mouth was sweete as bragot or the meeth,

Or hoord of apples leyd in hey or heeth.

Wynsynge she was, as is a joly colt,

Long as a mast, and upright as a bolt.

A brooch she baar upon hir lowe coler,
As brood as is the boos of a bokeler.
Mil. 3257—66.
COYEBICEET S [KT] oFWKE Alison DT &lTDoWT, swalwe,
@@,wﬁcﬂtﬁE@%%%ﬁ%L,%h6@4x—9ﬂ6ﬁﬁ@%ﬁé
58I L, bragot (=bragget), meeth(=metheglin) T EDHWEA & D
EHEALT, BROBEOELEZEDIFA, mast P bolt ZFH LT, #
TOTHDE LGB EL DB ERLTVWS, TRbDL, ZD5H
LIcWBRFRBRICL - T, H5VIREEACERICL - T, RICKDHH
BENRENE-> TWEDOTH S (Cf. Winny,"' p.62),
CCTiE, CTRBEERTIRSHEMEIERSNTVSIBLALORE

7 EFAED) 2EELP 6, K& 6205 L, BRIEEDOSPE2S
BLENG, ZRENFEREL TV LICT %,

1) W8, HicBEd 558
) BUEXRBICEEd 55E
M) tBicfdd 555
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IV) K&, BHRSICEES 555

V) BiFicBid 55

VD) REBIcBET %5E
1. R/l 5HES, &y
2. =K TERE, BHERLE
3. Zofth

<2>

1) M8, HWIcBEd 558
( ) DB ModE , (= ) OERZHILIVEROE,
buxom (=obedient) : wyf (wife)
For who kan be so buxom as a wyf ?

Mch. 1287.

coy (coy) : mayde (maid)

Were newe spoused, sittynge at the bord;
Cl. 2-—3.

curteisly (courteously) : mayde

Sh. 445,
digne (dignified) : water in a dich
She was as digne as water in a dich, ¥

Rv, 3964,

egre (eager) : tyger yond in Ynde
Beth egre as is a tygre yond in Ynde;
CL 1199,

[=Dbe fierce as a tiger --- Sisam, p.62, Winny® p.90]
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fayn (fain) : fowel is of the brighte sonne
As fayn as fowel is of the brighte sonne.

Kn. 2437.

faire (fair) : any man in Engelond

As faire as any man in Engelond,

Pard, 921.
Cf., That Emelye, that fairer was to sene

Than is the lylie upon his stalke grene,
Kn, 1035—36.

fieble (feeble) : bataille (battle)
And sklendre wyves, fieble as in bataille, |

CL 1198,

fiers (fierce) : leon (lion)

As fiers as leon pulled out his swerd,

Kn. 1598.

Cf. Ful lyk a fiers leoun, she sendeth heere,
SN, 198.

fyn (fine) : gold, any (silver) in youre purs or myn
For his crispe heer, shynynge as gold so fyn

WB. 304.

And make 1t as good silver and as fyn

CY. 1128-—29.
freendly (friendly) : his owene brother
As freendly as he were his owene brother;

Kn., 1652,

foule (foul) : womman, Genylon of France

That I ne sterve, as foule as womman may,




BRILFBERFEASCH SRR

Mch. 2196.

And but 1 do, God take on me vengeance

gay (gay) : any pecok (peacock)

Rv. 3926.
gent (gentle) : any wezel (weasel)

Fair was this yonge wyf, and therwithal

Mil, 3233—34,
honestly (honestly) : kynges (king’s)

His housynge, his array, as honestly

Mch. 2026—27.
just (just) : squyre (squire)
Thou shalt me fynde as just as is a squyre.

Sum. 2090.

HATGEICB I 2HEDOSP
regular : as regular as clockwork
kynde (kind) : any wyf
God helpe me so, I was to hym as kynde
As any wyf from Denmark unto Yndo,
| WB. 823—24.
lordly (lordly) : king
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He gan to speke as lordly as a king.
Rv. 3900.

loude (loud) : any swalwe (swallow)

But of hir song, it was as loude and yerne

As any swalwe sittynge on a berne,

Mil. 3257—58.

lewed (lewd) : gees (geese)
So that ye men shul been as lewed as gees.

Mch, 2275,

meke (meek) :lamb, mayde
B2y, <iFUHI>THRET LTV,
peert (pert): pye

Rv. 3950.
Cf. pitously : (piteously) : (as she was slayn)

Pard. 298,
LofiliE, as OBPBLFTRAEL, X ->TWV 5,
proud (proud) : pecok (peacock), pye (=magpie : 77 4 ¥ F)
As any pecok he was proud and gay

Rv. 3926.
Rv. 3950.
HAFEEZEIZC T ERI U peacock MMEHXLS -
proud : as proud as a peacock
roial (royal) : prince
Thus roial, as a prince is in his halle,

NP. 3184.
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sooth : (as God is trewe]) , (as God is kyng)
And al this voys was sooth, as God is trewe,

ML. 169.

And certeinlyv, as sooth as God is kyng,
Mech. 1267.

tame (tame) : any lilye whyt (=white lily)

An egle tame, as any lilye whyt,
| Kn. 2178.
vicius (vicious) : any feend (fiend)
Although that Nero were as vicius
As any feend that lith ful lowe adoun,
Mk, 2463—64.

RRFEBICBI 2REEDSP
good : as good as gold [=very well-behaved ]
wis (wise) : Pallas
Though she were wis as Pallas,” dar I seyn,

Phy. 49,

BRHEEBIC BT s hDHEDOS P
bold : as bold as brass
keen : as keen as mustard,a razor
obstinate : as obstinate as a mule
pure : as pure és the driven snow
snug : as snug as a bug in the rug

stubborn : as stubborn as a mule

CHITEBWT, honestiy, lordly, roial, sooth, wis X EDEEHIL, 24
B, Ml s hcuwicig (Pallas, God) 478 & (king, prince) %
KOTHFHEBRIEONE, TOBRIBD TRAIN TV S,
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1. )
coltissh (coltish) : flekked (flecked) pye

Ik

He was al coltissh, ful of ragerye,

Mch, 184748,
glad (glad) : fowel, fowel of day

Sh, 50—51,
HRIEEDS P -
pleased : as pleased as Punch
joly /jolyf (olly) : jay,® pye
As any jay she light was and jolyf,
Rv. 4154,

Stibourn and strong, and joly as a pye.

WB. 456.

[=... as mery and talkative as a magpie - Winny* p. 91]
And forth she gooth as jolif as a pye,
Sh. 209,

Fki, 927—28.
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murie (merry) : papejay, any aungel, white doke (duck)

Thanne shaltou swymme as myrie, I undertake,

Mil. 3b756—76.
And hoom he gooth, murie as a papejay,

Sh. 369.

For trewely, ye have as myrie a stevene

As any aungel hath that is in hevene.

NP. 3291-—92.

Cf. His voys was murier than the murie organ

On messe - dayes that in the chirche gon.

NP. 2851—52.

Soong murier than the mermayde in the see;
| NP. 3270,
BHARFBICB T 2EFEDS P
merry : as merry as a cricket
chirpy : as chirpy as a cricket
happy : as happy as a lark,/Larry, the day is long
lively : as lively as a cricket
wynsynge (=skittish) :a joly colt
Wysynge she was, as is a joly colt,
. Mil, 3263.
CTIRBWVWT, [ZELWIPBRK] 2RO IERT (coltissh, glad, joly,
murie, gaillard, gay, etc. ) & [ B 289 5&5 (jay, pie, pecok, etc. )
CERCGETRNVWTVE, —7, HREE MR LV ] 2854 3EERD
EEALN, &G cricket EFETFVTWVWBE, OED (vol. O. p.1171)
LN, cricket DRPIOPNIIIDED SDTHBH, CTHIFTLL,
CHOMOIERTOE » Fe {HEHE N TV,
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2. By, LA, Bh
agast (=afraid) : coward

adrad (=afraid) : deeth (death)

Prol. 605.

angry (angry) : pissemyre (pismire # : ModE pismire (3 Obs.
T, ant OAPEBELEHINTNWS)

He is as angry as a pissemyre,

Sum. 1825,
BICBWVT, angry EREUMN S A3 wasp

Now mery as a cricket, and by and by, Angry as a waspe.

Wilson, p.14., Skeat, p. 334.

7277, LDEITIZI® as angry as a wasp *SP&ELTH-
TVt CTTh, wasp %I OHEIZHER LBlIZE0,
BARGEICBT HIHEDS P
cross : as cross as two sticks (=very angry)

wood, woodly (=mad) : hare

Kn., 1301—02,
Upon this Frere his herte was so wood

That lyk an aspen leef he quook for ire.
Sum. 1666—67.




BRLLFEBERFEASCRIZERE

CORSEHEBETRE SNV, CHIZBOTE, wood & leoun
DU & BIEEITE L -
In his fighting were a wood leon

Kn. 1656,
EoBlofhiz, WB. 429., 792., Sum. 2152 EIcE B3,
HAREFEICBIAEEDOS P .

dart : as dart as a brush [=very silly]

mad : as mad as a hatter,/a March hare

nutty : as nutty as a fruitcake [=very foolish]
CHOfERIZEB VT, wood DFFD mad O ZEFERIIC EE T/
2, wood ZUEBICERSEE D L, 20RITA 3 L4 mad KB -
THbON, BEALHHENE B -7 (Cf. OED), BHMBIZEAL
AU THoMEEY, CHORHRGEADL, hare LWV F—0ZHEMW -
V3D RBELREV, Bk, CoOREREREICBVT, fNahsgan
(8] DFEE, Rowland (p.21) THLIEON TV 5,

<4>

) BicE8d 355
blak (black) : cole (coal), crowe (crow), sloo (sloe),
jeet (jet)
As blak he lay as any cole or crowe.

Kn. 2692

And tho were bent and blake as any sloo.
Mil. 3246.

NP. 2862.
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BHAIGFEDOS P

black : as black as pitch [=very black]

as black as one is painted [=to be in reality as bad
as people think one may be]

as black as the ace of spades [=very dirty]

RREZBCBOVTE, RUESHTLZOR O >ERDOENTL > T

THENNIMS N BEFADBEL - TV,

broun (brown) : berye (berry)

Broun as a berye, a propre short felawe,

Co. 4368.

grene (green) : laurer (laurel)
Myn herte and alle my lymes been as grene

As laurer thurgh the yeer is for to sene.

Mch, 1465—66.
BRIGEOS P -
green : as green as grass | =lacking experience of the
world or the life]
CHOKR [FFHIEL L L] OFKT, HRTH 5 laurel
2EEELTHEALTVWEDITL, RRIGEOHE (o7&
EARE®D (cf. a green teacher : ¥AHN) | OEEKT, grass
ZEEEUTERLTYS,
Cf. not as green as one is cabbage-looking [=to be not
as foolish or inexperienced as one looks]
greye (grey) : glas (glass), goos (goose)

His rode was reed, his eyen greye as goos.

Mil, 3317.

reed (red) : sowe (sow) and fox, brustles (bristles),

rose, coral
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Prol. 552.
Reed as the brustles of a sowes erys

Prol. 556.
His lippes rede as rose;

Th. 726,

Cf. His coomb was redder than the fyn coral,

NP, 2859.

HREEDS P .
red : as red as beetroot [=red in the face from feeling

awkward or ashamed ]

rody (ruddy) : the yonge sonne (young sun)

Sq. 385.
whit (white) : chalk, dayesye (daisy), flour-de-lys (fleur-de-
lis = lily), lylye flour (lily flower),
morne milk, payndemayn, snow - whit swan

His nekke whit was as the flour-de-lys

Prol. 238.
Whit was his berd as is the dayesye;

Prol. 332.
Heeng at his girdel, whit as morne milk,

Prol. 358.
A barmclooth eek as whit as moxrne milk

Mil. 3236.
Amydde a tree, for drye as whit as chalk,

Sq. 409.

._48_
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Th. 125.
As whit as 1s a lilye flour,
Th. 867.
Whit was this crowe as is a snow - whit swan,
Mecp. 133,
Cf. His nayles whitter than the lylye flour,
NP, 2863.

FizEE U/ payndemayn (343, il 5 5 & panis dominicus
»HEIH DT, ‘lord’s bread’ 2ET 5138, CHOBHUC IR
EHROBE >\ Th -7z (Wyatt & Drennan, p. 10., Skeat,
pp. 184—85, OED. vol. VI. p.378),
HRSEFEDOS P -
white : as white as a sheet [=very pale in the face]
as white as driven snow. [ =pure]
yelow (yellow) : sonne, wex (wax)

This Pardoner hadde heer as yelow as wex,

Prol, 675.

And that was yelow, and glytered as the sonne,
Kn, 2166,
Whit & morne milk OBIRRBIER cEET (Winny,' p. 61., Winny,” p. 1
02) TE, BB FICT BB (] BEULARTS, Fbohin
5 & pale yellow 1TEWDS, [ e Co4F | &, CORBETELHERZ
h5i3E [E-H] Tdbs (Cf. Cunningham, p.89),

CHo [a) icBAd 28 E LT, — oBEEFACH LT, BREEER
BTk b, BicLhrd, HEARELFLA LW [R] 2F>, ZHE
ERDGHEPFRINTOB I L TH B, LORR, ThThOEFFADOE
b (] 2L oEEPPICERLTVWS, 204, BRFEEOEE LK, Bl
DEETEZE, B SNALSPREBEAUSNBOIEE 2R->TW5,

Ol
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IV) Ki& - BARSICRIT 558
brighte (bright) : any glas, any day, the yonge sonne
With wawes grene, and brighte as any glas.

Kn. 1958.

Hir forheed shoon as bright as any day,

Mil. 3310.

As rody and bright as dooth the yonge sonne,
Sq. 385.

His steede, which that shoon as sonne brighte,

Sq. 170,

Mil., 3255—56,
HREDOS P -
bright : as bright as a button
Cf. clene (clean) : (as ye were born)

As ye were born.— And lo, sires, thus I preche.

Pard. 914—15.

BB BT 2EEDOS P
clean : as clean as a whistle
neat : as neat as a (new) pin

Cf. cleer (clear) : [as ye were born)
FISiE LD clene DH D EF U,

Cf. For in the sterres, clerer than is glas,

ML. 194,
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BHREFEDOSP
clear : as clear as a bell “crystal
: as clear as mud [=confusing]

derk (dark) : pich, the cole

Mal, 3731

HAFEFEDOS P
dark : as dark as pitch
C Ho&5 L BREE D& A E— OB,
weet (wet) : beest (beast)

Wery and weet, as beest is in the reyn,

Rv. 4107,

HRIEZFOFEDS P -
cold : as cold as charity, as cold as marble
cool : as cool as a cucumber

dry : as dry as a bone [=very dry]

as dry as dust [=very dull or uninteresting]

warm : as warm as toast

<6>

V) B@FICEET 558
blynde (blind) : stoon (stone)

This Januarie, as blynd as 1s a stoon,

Mch. 2156.

HRFEFEDOS P
blind : as blind as a bata mole

doumb (dumb) : stoon, tree
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To ride by the weye doumb as a stoon ;

Prol. 774.

And she, for sorwe, as doumb stant as a tree,
ML. 1055,
CHizBWT, i stoon Gii:fﬁ@ blynde ® doumb D X 5 HBER
FDkIT, stille RITBERASNTY 5,
fat (fat) : whale
Me thynketh they been lyk Jovinyan,
Fat as a whale, and walkynge as a swan,
Sum, 1929—30.
Whale (&, ¥4 AOKRENLbDILERTHL X, —HRINICRMHE
FH &’ (Rowland, p.60)o
leene (lean) : rake, shaft, Cf. Ylyk a staf

Prol. 287.
Cf. Ful longe were his legges and ful lene,
Ylyk a staf, ther was no calf ysene.
Prol. 591—92.
That lene he wex and drye as is a shaft ;

Kn. 1362.

piled (=bald) : ape

As piled as an ape was his skulle.

Rv. 3935.
BRIEEICEY BIEEOS P+
bald : as bald as a coot
HRISEE BT 2MOEEEDOS P -
deaf : as deaf as a post

CHIiZBWT, blynde ¥ doumb DOFERE I L T stoon &5
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BEDOZFABER S LTV, BRFEEEICBWVW TS, deaf &\
HEAFNKT LT post LWHEMEYOLFNEREIN TS, &Y
DR R DT RICEBEY OZEZMNINT 5 itk D, ZOE
BABLD V- ZHEASNTV B,

<7>

VI) JKAREICREd B 55

1. K, gy, mERE
brood (broad) : the boos of a bokeler

As brood as is the boos of a bokeler,
| Mil, 3266.
HAKEDOSP -
broad : as broad as it is long
fer (far) : shippes saille (ship’s sail)
Thogh thou myghte se as fer as shippes saille ?
Mech, 2108.
greet (great) : a greet forneys, a thonder - dent,

Nynyvee, Rome, Alisundre, Troye and other three
His mouth as greet was as a greet forneys.

Prol. 559,

Mil. 3807.
Thogh it as greet were as was Nynyvee,

Rome, Alisaundre, Troye and othere three.

CY. 974— 5,

hard (hard) : any stoon
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That hath an herte as hard as any stoon,

Mech, 1990.

BRRIEFEDOEHEDS P
hard : as hard as nails
stiff : as stiff as a poker,/ramrod, a board

large (large) : berne (=barn)
Withinne his terlte, large as is a berne,
Mk. 2569,

Z @ berne EFj4 4T (1. 2567 : But taak kep of the deth of
Oloferne) @ Oloferne &EEZEIA TS,

BRREDSP .

large : as large as life

long (long) : mast
Wynsynge.she was, as is a joly colt,
Long as a mast, and upright as a bolt.
Mil. 3263 —64.

strong (strong) :champioun, a greet camaille

Prol. 239.
Syn ye be strong as is a greet camaille ;

Cl. 1196,

HRREOLE, REEOSP .
tough : as tough as nails : Cf. as hard as nails
weak : as weak as a kitten,a dishwater

smal (small) :a goot, any wezel

Prol. 688.

Fair was this yonge wyf, and therwithal
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As any wezel hir body gent and smal,
Mil, 3233 —34.

Cf. soft :...than wolle is of a wether
And softer than the wolle is of a wether.

Mil. 3249.

Cf. unsofte : ...lyk to the skin of houndfyssh
With thikke brustles of his berd unsofte,
Lyk to the skyn of houndfyssh, sharp as brere —
Mch, 1824 -—25.

BHRFEZEOEEDS P -

straight’: as straight as a die/an arrow

. ik, TERE, EMERY
bisy (busy) :bees. Cf. lyk a bisy bee

. In wommen been ! for ay as bisy as bees

Been they, us sely men for to deceyve,
Mch. 2422—23.
Cf. Lo, lyk a bisy bee, withouten gile,-- SN. 195,
HRIGEED bee ZEHLTWS

busy : as busy as a bee

hye (high) : an egle (eagle)

As dooth as egle whan hym list to soore,

Sq. 122—23.

licht (light) g any jay, leef on lynde
As any jay she light was and jolyf,

Rv. 41b4,

Be ay of chiere as light as leef on lynde,
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Cl. 1211,
FREEEDOS P -
light : as light as a feather
lowe (low) : oother
Men leyn that oon as lowe as lith that oother.
' Mcp. 222,
round,/rounded : appille (apple), a belle,
a belle of the presse
Of double worstede Was his semycope,
That rounded as a belle of the presse,
Prol. 262—63.
And rynge it out as round as gooth a_belle,

Pard. 331.

Cf. As rounde as appille was his face --- RR. 819,

symple (simple) : dowve (dove)

Cf. And she was symple as dowve on tree. - RR.

HRIFGFEDS P -
simple : as simple as falling off a log
sharp (sharp) : brere (brier)
With thikke brustles of his berd unsofte,
Lyk to the skyn of houndfyssh, sharp as brere —
Mch. 182425,

BAEGEDS P .
shérp : as sharp as a needletack.”a razor
swift (swift) : fowel (fowl) in flight
Grehoundes he hadde as swift as fowel in flight;
Prol. 190.

RGBT B 2HEDS P -

1219,
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quick : as quick as lighteninga flash, thought
stille (still) : any stoon, lamb, mayde

This Nicholas sat ay as stille as stoon,

Mil, 3472.
“Ye ryde as coy and stille as dooth a mayde
Cl 2.
In crepeth age alwey, as stille as stoon,
Cl. 121,
And as a lamb she sitteth meke and stille,
Cl. 538.
The bryde was broght abedde as stille as stoon ;
Mch. 1818.
Stant in the court as stille as any stoon.
| Sq. 171,
HREFE BT BMOEHEOS P
dull : as dull as ditch water
quiet : as quiet as a mouse/the grave
silent : as silent as the grave
thikke (thick) : a branched ook (oak)
Were it as thikke as is a branched ook ;
Sq. 159,

HRFEFEIC BT 5EEDOS P
thick : as thick as thieves [=very thick]
as thick as two short planks [=very stupid]
thin : as thin as a rake/lath,/stick
upright (upright) : bolt
Wynsynge she was, as is a joly colt,

Long as a mast, and upright as a bolt.
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Mil. 3263—64.
wight (=active) :a raa (roe)
Rv. 4086,
BREBIC BT 2HHEDOS P .
dead : as dead as a"the dodo
as dead as a doornail
as dead as mutton

free : as free as a bird, air,the wind

3. 7O
batailled (battled) : a castel wal (castle wall)

And batailled as it were a castel wal

H

NP, 2860.

dronken (drunk) : mous (mouse)

We faren as he that dronke is as a mous.

Kn. 1261.
Thou comest hoom as dronken as a mous,

WB. 246.
FAFEFBITBY % mouse 25, CORISEHEEETHERISh TV

Bl T 0B Y -
as poor as a church mouse
as quiet as a mouse
BRIGFE B 288 - KEEDOSP -
drunk : as drunk as a lord |
sober : as sober as a judge
famulier (familiar) : freend (friend)

That in his hous as famulier was he



The Canterbury Tales 18} 3 EZHE

Sh, 31-—32.
flekked (flecked) : pye (=magpie)

He was of foom al flekked as a pye.

CY. bb6b.
fressh (fresh) :the month of May, May,
the brighte someres (bright summer’'s) day

He was as fressh as is the month of May.

Prol. 92,

As fressh as is the brighte someres day.

Mch. 1896.

And been a feestlych man as fressh as May,

Sq. 281,

That highte Diania, fressh as May ;

Mk. 2120.
(BRRGET, May PMERS NS P ORI, p. 62Z25.)
Cf. And fressher than the May with floures newe —
Kn. 1037.

Cf. That fressher was and jolyer of array,

Fkl. 927— 8.
BIRICER I 51 5305 « SUEEDS P
fresh : as fresh as a daisy
old : as old as Adam."the hills
ugly : as ugly as sin
grym (grim) :as he were wood  Cf. a grym leoun
The statue of Mars upon a carte stood

Armed, and looked grym as he were wood ;




BRILFBERFE A SRS

Kn, 2041—42,
Cf. He looketh as it were a grym leoun,—NP. 3179.

pale (pale) : asshen colde (cold ashes)
His hewe falow and pale as asshen colde,

Kn. 1364,

RRFEEBICB 1T 2HEDOS P -
pale : as pale as death
plain : as plain as a pikestaff “the nose on your,”
someone’s face

shameful (shameful) : [(herte may devyse)

Come to thise juges and hire advocatz !

Pard. 290-—91.
siker (=sure) : hayl (hail)

For al so siker as cold engendreth hayl,

WB. 465,
Cf. Wel sikerer was his crowyng in his logge

Than is a clokke or an abbey orlogge.

NP. 2853—54,

RAZFEICBT 2 WEOS P -
" sure : as sure as hell,“egg is egg
right : as right as rain ninepencea trivet
as right as nails

smothe (smooth) : a strike of flex

Prol. 676.

Cf. As smothe it was as it were late shave,

Prol. 690.
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HRIEREICHB T BHHFEDOS P
calm : as calm as a millpond
flat : as flat as a pancake
sweete (sweet) : the roote of lycorys, or of any cetewalle,
as bregot of the meeth or boord of apples,
the brembul flour

And he hymself as sweete as is the roote

Of lycorys, or of any cetewalle.

Mal, 320607,

His mouth was sweete as bragot or the meeth,

Or hoord of apples leyd in hey or heeth.
Mil, 3261—62.

~ And sweete as is the brembul flour

That bereth the rede hepe,

. Th, 746 —4T.
BFRETICBT BHEOS P
pretty : as pretty as a picture
trewe (true) :any steel

But douteless, as trewe as any steel

I have a wyf, though that she povre be,
Mch, 2426—217.
vinolent (=full of wine) : botel in the spence

Al vinolent as botel in the spence.

Sum, 1931.
walkynge (=watchful) : swan
Me thynketh they been lyk Jovinyan,

Fat as a whale, and walkynge as a swan,

Al vinolent as botel in the spence.
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. Sum. 192931,
HAEEICRBITAEEDSP
safe : as safe as houses

wery (weary) : beest

Rv. 4107,
Cf. As in a fourme sit a wery hare, —Sh, 104,
HAREEBICBIANEEDSP ;

sound : as sound as a bell

worth (worth) :the goode wyl (the good will)

for certes gold ne silver ben nat so muche

worth as the goode wyl of a trewe freend.
| Mel. 1159,
SRR BY B HOEEDOS P -

alike : as alike as two peas (in a pod)

like : as like as two peas (in a pod)

common : as common as muck

different : as different as chalk and cheese

cheap : as cheap as dirt

easy : as easy as pie/falling off a log

fit : as fit as a fiddle [ =very healthy]

poor : as poor as a church mouse,Lazarus

rich : as rich as Croesus

slippery : as slippery as an eel

welcome : as welcome as the flowers in May
CoVD T, RREGEORSHEBEICHER I TV AIERIL OBE
RBZNTN, o LE20EHEN>TWS, CTIRBWT, CHA—
DOEBRIT—2> DLFHEBES B » Fo—2> DI, HEEESbE S
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DIT, ZOHBIEEPICEENRBP -1 EBEL OGNS,
<BbHYIZ>

PIFETRz & ST, BREEICBVWTR, H4oEFHESZhEVIRED
LR EEBITEUR &, F2USPEMKRL TS, ZhIERLT, CTI
BOWT, CORSRERER, UTOL5BREESDI PP Lo
SP&LTHEECHILLTWSbDRELELDEL, BRRFELE-
RAB U 26501, >E04HDAETHS :
as bisy as bees
as derk as pich
as meke as a lomb
as proud as a pecok
ImEncnsgEE, HREEOSDEIRENSEY, CTTRSPLE
—BRBLTCHBVIEEESEETHDE
as dronken as a mous
as fressh as the month of May
as stille as a stoon
a5 whit as morne milk
ChIC LT, BBROELL L 720 o h DBEFL, —o 0@ L7cH
FAEHCNVWTVWAEEKRCALNS
stoon : hard, stiff, stille
jay : jolyf, murie, light
leon : fiers, wood, (grym)
pye : coltissh, flekked, joly, peert
T & B BB O OO gD, RETEFEAELIE -0
(f1Z 1, payndemayn, pissemyre 75 &), Z OFEFEPREAS YKL T -
DEDL->TLEOHEOREER DI KB BIAE, THS] 22X
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bﬂ”@&lﬁﬁéhf: morne milk %, lﬁ{’ﬁ?i%’ﬂi, MEBIIREELTWS
ANPAICBBEALR DT ENTERL L ->TLE ), BEAADOEL%
RO B DI, KBSt ZFASRITRAD BRI, TEE, k&
ZROTDIIE, CHIMMERL berne £ life BB THSS)
LIeHiI T, IRBIC—2DBEF I LT, —oDEZHL FSBRIRSN, Fh
WEE LHEREEICRSh3SPEiEohEEL OGNS, CTTHEREES N
DM, Z0F FHAEEE TRIMBNFlIZIEE 10DV, Bl—o0F
HACK L TESBEROLEABER SN, 20N TEESEMCED,
7o, HATAELTAZTE ALY, BREBORSHBEES4HET
BL, BERONDXIUSPREHEIIREDI, KELEWMLTEACL
P TH B,

<iF>

1) CORFRE#EI L, Nakao(pp., 232—33) (3, MR (UHE) HB#E |
(Correlative Comparison Construction) %, Miyake (pp. 50— 1) I,
[E] (Simile) %, Spearing (p. 98) ¥ [fEHBILLES | (Traditional Com-
parison) 2Z#HE LTHEZ TV 3, '

2) As...as DREIRICDOVWTI, Mustanoja (p. 278) % Nakao (pp. 232—33)
2B, o

Cf. The omission of the first as may be due to rhythm (Kerkhof,
p. 381).

3 ) The mocking alliterative comparison of pride to stagnant ditchwater
(they both keep people at a distance) is traditional, but it is particu-
larly appropriate to the fenny setting of the tale.

, Spearing, p. 98.

4) Geniloun: Genilon or Ganelon, the traitor who betrayed
Charlemagne’s army at Roncesvalles. For this deed he was torn to
death by wild horses, according to the romance-writers.

Skeat, p. 170.

5) Goldfinches are brightly coloured and sing gaily.

Spearing, p. 111.
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6) This opening remark sets the tone of the description, which never
loses sight of Alison's animal vitality. The comparison with a weasel,
the first of several animal images, leaves a graphic impression of the
slim sinuousness of her body ; and suggests in addition a sharp-witted
cunning and quickness.

Winny,'! pp. 60— 1.

7) Perhaps Chaucer found the wisdom of Pallas in Vergil, Aen.v.704.

Skeat, p. 262.

8) The animal images add comedy and establish at the same time a

completely brutal assessment of life’s possibilities, an aftitude that

was first brought to notice in the images of pike and bull,

Hussey, p. 93.

9) Elliott (p. 205) &,
<BEFEFR >

ME Middle English Fri. The . Friar's Tale
ModE  Modern English Sum. The Summoner's Tale
CH Geoffrey Chaucer CL The Clerk’s Tale
CT The Canterbury Tales Mch. The Merchant's Tale
Prol. The General Prologue Sa. The Squire’'s Tale
Kn, The Knight's Tale Fkl. The Franklin’s Tale
Mil. The Miller's Tale - SN. The Second Nun’s Tale
Rv. The Reeve's Tale CY. The Canon’s Yeoman's Tale
Co. The Cook's Tale Mcp. The Manciple's Tale
ML. The Man of Law's Tale Pars. The Parson's Tale
Sh. The Shipman’s Tale BD. The Book of the Duchess
Pru. The Prioress’s Tale PF. The Parlement of Foules
Th. The Tale of Sir Thopas TC. Troilus and Criseyde
Mel. The Tale of Melibeus HF. The House of Fame
Mk. The Monk’s Tale LOW. The Legend of Good Women
NP. The Nun’s Priest’s Tale RRER. The Romaunt of the Rose
Phy. The Physician’s Tale OED  The Oxford English
Pard. The Pardoner’s Tale Dictionary

WB. The Wife of Bath's Tale
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