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On the evening I speak of, while Lord Warburton sat there, she had
been on the point of taking the great step of going out of the room and
leaving her companions alone. I say the great step, because it was in
this light that Gilbert Osmond would have regarded it, and Isabel was
trying as much as possible to take her husband’ s view. She succeeded

after a fashion, but she fell short of the point I mention. After all she
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couldn’ t rise to it. Something held her and made this impossibe. ...
Pansy said nothing whatever about him [Sir Warburton] after he had
gone, and Isabel studiously said nothing, as she had taken a vow of re-
serve until after he should have declared himself. He was a little longer
in coming to this than might seem to accord with the description he
had given Isabel of his feelings. Pansy went to bed,and Isabel had to ad-
mit that she could not now guess what her stepdaughter was thinking
of. Her transparent little companion was for the moment not to be seen

through. (177—178)
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followed him [Osmond] further and he had led her into the mansion of

his own habitation, then she had seen where she really was. (196), &
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X, She could live it over again, the incredulous terror with which
she had taken the measure of her dwelling. Between those four walls
she had lived ever since; they were to surround her for the rest of her
life. (196) &S A A=k, WLOMRWY) 7V 51—tk >T, ikl
& o> CODWDFAEDD DEREBER LTV 5,

TEEIE, dHDA, MOFETE, WED, WHNCHLAT ZEYOHE %
EBLTL, ARXEY NOWRGELEETEICIBZ TOEH, $428F, HBE
TARTHRA FNVDOFEHDOPTOERETHE D, LEBL, RN MN
BaA A — 0% fo THRIMCRBLT 20, Bazr0EsOSHETERS
2, DELLNTHS, X LT, 4, WO HDTICYIHIZHE LT
BoDENZIE, WABHEBENTWBIEEME FROMMICT X2 00T
BB

WL, ZZIChBBEEDKDFNCHE>T, Ued BRI > TV 3D
THDo WTHLIE, BEEZIDIZOLND, X2V FOLOHPFE K4 L
AT TOL DR, Z LT, AGBUAICIEOHT A B> T ioh,
EWVS ZEDRHETD T, WROMEN NETHIE T LT X
BRI HhOWRZDERbE TV &, Mk, A XEY Rk, s
Mr. Daniel Touchett 72 BB > 72 5K 7eiE A H Y Clo & & 515 L7,
VS ZERKRDDE o b, FhTH, WEAHHHTELVIRTS S,
EVOEERTBLTO RN o1 BIE, + AT Y Nk, ZOHEI BV -
T BLaBRT2FNEMLARI S LhienEnwd 2 ERnEL bR ZD
Zhe LT, ToOZEY, ThETofBsilloTEkimiEicd, 408
HESIT>TWA,

Wy, TARETIE o7, LEWRDIZOE, FED—EraX7
HWTH LD, ZORORRE, RDES 754 4 —vTERHAIh T2,

Then the shadows had begun to gather; it was as if Osmond deliberately,
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almost malignantly, had put the lights out one by one. The dusk at
first was vague and thin, and she could still see her way in it. But it
steadily deepened, and if now and again it had occasionally lifted there
were certain corners of her prospect that were impenetrably black.
These shadows were not an emanation from her own mind: she was
very sure of that; she had done her best to be just and temperate, to
see only the truth. They were a part, they were a kind of creation and
consequence, of her husband’ s very presence. They were not his mis-
deeds, his turpitudes; she accused him of nothing—that is but of one

thing, which was not a crime. (190)
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She had effaced herself when he first knew her; she had made herself

small, pretending there was less of her than there really was. (191)
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But she had seen only half his nature then, as one saw the disk of the
moon when it was partly masked by the shadow of the earth. She saw
the full moon now—she saw the whole man. She had kept still, as it
were, so that he should have a free field, and vet in spite of this she

had mistaken a part for the whole. (191)
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A certain combination of features had touched her, and in them she
had seen the most striking of figures. That he was poor and lonely and
vet that somehow he was noble—that was what had interested her and
seemed to give her her opportunity. There had been an indefinable beau-
ty about him—in his situation, in his mind, in his face. She had felt at

the same time that he was helpless and ineffectual, but the feeling had
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taken the form of a tenderness which was the very flower of respect.
He was like a sceptical voyager strolling on the beach while he waited
for the tide, looking seaward yet not putting to sea. It was in all this
she had found her occasion. She would launch his boat for him; she
would be his providence; it would be a good thing to love him. And
she had loved him, she had so anxiously and yet so ardently given her-
self—a good deal for what she found in him, but a good deal also for

what she brought him and what might enrich the gift. (192)
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What had suddenly set them [terrors] into livelier motion she hardly
knew, unless it were the strange impression she had received in the
afternoon of her husband’ s being in more direct communication with
Madame Merle than she suspected. That impression came back to her
from time to time, and now she wondered it had never come before.

(188)
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When the clock struck four she got up; she was going to bed at last,
for the lamp had long since gone out and the candles burned down to
their sockets. But even when she stopped again in the middle of the
room and stood there gazing at a remembered vision—that of her hus-

band and Madame Merle unconsciously and familiarly associated. (205)
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ISABEL ARCHER IN CHAPTER XLII
—A Study of H. James—

Hiroaki DEHARA

The statement of Isabel Archer’ s extraordinary meditative vigil in
Chapter XLII of THE PORTRAIT OF A LADY is one of the two most im-
portant representations, as IH. James pointed out in his preface to this
work of New York Edition. The technique applied here is said to have
been developed into that of his so-called major phase masterpieces.

The aim of this paper is to examine and clarify what of Isabel Archer,
heroine, has been revealed through this famous meditative vigil scene.

One day G. Osmond, her husband, demanded Isabel to make use of
her assumed influence over Lord Warburton to decoy him into propos-
ing to Pansy Osmond, her stepdaughter. As soon as her husband left
the room after ordering her to act on his demand, she started to medi-
tate.

A scene comes to her mind during her vigil, which is the one she
came upon unexpectedly on coming home from her outing to the Cam-
pagna with Pansy this afternoon.

Just beyond the threshold of the drawing room she stopped short,
and glimpsed the scene of her husband and Mme. Merle alone togeth-
er. The former was leaning back in a deep chair while the latter was
standing on the rug, which gave the eyewitness a strange impression.
They were looking at each other without talking. There was a silence

of anomalous familiarity between them. Mme Merle noticed Isabel
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first. Her husband instantly jumped up, and left the room making a
poor excuse of wanting to take a walk. Mme Merle remained and ex-
plained that Osmond did not ask her to sit down because she was on
the point of going away. After this, she asked Isabel to arrange matters
for Lord Warburton to propose to Pansy, referring to her influence
over him, which made Isabel feel unpleasant.

The strange impression of the scene seemed to have gone out of her
mind in a moment then. However, it comes to her twice during the
meditation and affects it. The memory of the scene she glimpsed re-
mains deep in her consciousness like hidden water under the ground
and surfaces occasionally. However, her whole night meditation does
not find the meaning of the scene for her. It remains as a puzzle for her
till the time when Countess Gemini tells her that Osmond and Mme
Merle committed adultery and Pansy is their daughter, not Mr. and
the late Mrs. Osmond’ s. This divulgence took place more than a
month after Isabel's vigil. That is, Isabel could not have found it for
herself without Countess Gemini’ s help.

Another puzzle she faces in her vigil is whether Lord Warburton still
loves Isabel and it has something to do with his approach to her
stepdaughter. What is important here is that she never susupected it
till someone else suggested it to her. In her meditation she adimits the
possibility. Probably Lord Warburton is approaching Pansy without be-
ing conscious of the true motive, but the result means the same to Is-
abel.

Knowing this, she guides Lord Warburton to draw away from her
stepdaughter. She carries out this without any direct expression.
While she behaves apparently as if she were obeying her husband, she

leads Lord Warburton to become aware of his true motive only by pointing
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out a few of his deeds which contradict his confessed love toward Pan-
sy. As a result he becomes aware of his hidden desire. He also finds
out that Pansy s prospective choice is not he but Rosier.

Consequently, he goes back to England, which angers Osmond and
Mme Merle. Both of them suspect that Isabel betrayed them.

During the vigil, quite a few things come to her which she has experi-
enced before and after her marriage with Osmond. Most of them show
how she has anguished since after their honeymoon period was over.
Now her mind is haunted by terrible images which are assumed to repre-
sent Osmond’ s true self. The worst of them is “the evil eye”. Another
image is that of Osmond mocking cold-heartedly, from a small high win-
dow, at her while she is confined in the house of suffocation. The im-
age of Osmond as a votary of the worldly vanity is also quite contrary
to the one she had held before their marriage.

Undeniably Osmond has married her for her money. Now he is ran-
corous toward her.

In spite of these terrible images, Isabel is far from criticizing him
one-sidedly to her own advantages:she occasionally even tries to de-
fend her husband and take some of the responsibilities to her, admit-
ting her own faults.

The ways she thinks and acts tell what her character is.

She is too innocent to notice evil. She is too innocent to be infiltrat-
ed by evil. She cannot commit evil. Her nature is quite different from

those of Osmond and Mme Merle.
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