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Structure of the Mongolian Gher

Eiichi Imoro

The features which constitute the structure of the Mongolian gher
are: a round skylight consisting of a dual framework with eight spokes;
two or four octagonal pillars with wing-shaped ornaments on top, which
connect the framework to the ground, supporting the ceiling of the gher;
and a stove or hearth between the pillars.

We can notice various aspects common to other ancient civilizations
in this structure. First, skylights are seen in the ceilings or upper part of
the walls of Christian, Islamic, and also Buddhist temples. The skylight
represents a gateway between heaven and earth. The octagonal shape is
another sacred symbolism of the ancient world.

A pillar with a bird on top, forming a primeval totem pole, is also
seen all over the world. In the gher, there is a stove or hearth between the
pillars, and beneath it an ancestor would be buried at the time of the con-
struction of the hearth.

The gher is the embodiment of the spirit of the Mongol people.
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