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Egoist and Warrior
German School Stories at the Turn
of the Century

Rieko TakaDpa

This paper begins with an attempt to make clear how closely Hear
the Voice of Ocean-Spirits: Records of Japanese Students who Perished in
War (Kike Wadatsumi no Koe 1949) is related with Letters of Fallen Ger-
man Students (Kriegsbriefe gefallener Studenten 1918). This is a collection
of letters by German students who were killed in action during World
War I . After World War I, Wadatsumi was made on the model of this
German book,which had been translated into Japanese in 1938. By com-
paring the two books this article aims to examine the conflict between
the masses and the intellectuals, which seems characteristic of Modern
Japan.

In those days, Letters of Fallen German Students became a best seller
among Japanese student soldiers, because they were attracted by the
warrior ideal of manliness that German student volunteers had embod-
ied. It was enviable for Japanese college students that the leadership and
self-sacrifice of German students were recognized and admired by the
German people.

In contrast to this, in Japan college students were often regarded as
egoists without patriotism, though they themselves were confident that
they represented the Japanese warrior ethos. It was a cry of isolation and
disappointment in the army that Japanese students uttered in
Wadatsumi, which has become a symbol of the postwar Japanese anti-
militarism movement. Ironically, college students who had perished in
war were set up as warriors against the aggressive war in the times of

Japanese Fascism.



