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Friend as “Fuehrer”:
German School Stories at the Turn
of the Century

Rieko TakaDpa

This article aims to clarify the structure of the romantic friendships
in school stories in Germany around 1900, which were once very widely
read by Japanese students because the equal relation between men was
valued in the high culture of Modern Japan.

We show how unsymmetrical in fact the relation is between two male
youths in school stories, though they seem equal. The main character is
passive and affected by other people, while his friend functions as
“Fuehrer” (mentor) and will both protect and subjugate the former.

In this unequal relation, which was traditional in European boarding
schools, a difference of age often played a role. Such a male-male-
relationship may have been intended to copy the stable different-sex-
relationship, in which the man is generally older than the woman.

However, our point is rather that a masculine master depends upon
a feminized disciple. Without a pupil one cannot become a master. The
“Fuehrer” must be recognized and admired by younger friends.

We portray some patterns where the “Fuehrer” is dethroned in Ger-

man school stories, and disclose their true colors of anti-friendship.



