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The Effect of Diversity in Drama and

Theatre Education for Language Learning

NAWATE Eri

In recent years, the teaching method called ‘active learning’ has attracted at-
tention in accordance with the report of the Central Council for Education in
2012, which recommends learner-centered education for the purpose of devel-
oping skills of the students. From such a point of view, the drama education
is thought to have various benefits.

First of all, drama helps improve an integrated ability in language learning.
In practicing drama, the student reads the script, memorizes his/her lines, re-
peats them aloud again and again, listens to others and carries on the conver-
sation considering the context. In this way the student can also build up
communicative competence. This is a great advantage of drama education.

In addition, since the Meiji era, drama-theatre education has been recom-
mended as an effective method of general education for the formation of char-
acter and has been adopted in child education. Brian Way and other
researchers argue that the purpose of drama education is “the development of
the whole person.” In drama activities the student faces various problems. In
order to solve the problems, he/she tries to establish good relationships with
others. Through such experiences the student will learn to cooperate and col-
laborate, acquire leadership, and become a helpful person.

Drama education, in which the student has opportunities to behave actively
and acquire a variety of skills and competences, accords with the concept of
‘active learning.” Statistics show that students themselves tend to be reluctant
to participate in ‘active learning’ types of classes. However, by maintaining in
them high motivation ‘to make the drama successful,” it will be possible to
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render them more positive.
In this paper I examine the drama activities practiced in Italian language
classes at Momoyama Gakuin University to show the effects of drama educa-

tion.



