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Japanese Culture As Described by Saicho

Nobuhiko KoBayasHr

According to the ancient Indians, our mind never ceases to function
even after death, and continues to live in a new body. This process is re-
peated forever. It follows that we cannot be freed from our suffering,
which is believed to be inevitable as long as we live. Buddhists are re-
solved to get free by extinguishing their minds, and he who has succeeded
in this operation is called buddha.

Buddhists of the Mahayana school assert that all beings that are en-
dowed with minds can someday be buddhas. Animals, which act on their
initiative, are supposed to be endowed with minds, whereas vegetables are
not.

On the other hand, Saicho (7 767-822) says that vegetables can
also be butu (f#f). He even argues that minerals and artifacts are candi-
dates for butu. His description reflects the ancient Japanese idea that a
spiritual factor called tama (¥ <) subsists in every existent thing, living
or nonlivng.



