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A Study of Laws Related to Shrine Office
Organization and the Appointment of
Shrine Officers in Colonial Korea:
Focusing on the Reorganization of 1936

Masaaki Aono

1936 was a noteworthy year for the shrine policy of the Japanese
Government-General of Korea, because a series of statutes related to
shrines were enacted or amended in that year so as to reorganize the
shrine system under the Government-General. The author believes that
this reorganization, which effectively created a legally-based shrine hier-
archy, was intended to increase the number of shrines so as to mobilize
Korean people.

As part of a study of the relationship between the Government-
General and the Department of Shrines, which supervised shrine admini-
stration within the Ministry of the Interior, I pay special attention to the
Imperial Ordinances among the 1936 shrine-related statutes. We should
bear in mind that Imperial Ordinances held force regardless of legal dis-
tinctions between the main islands of Japan and its colonies.

In this paper I analyze principally the contents of Imperial Ordi-
nances related to shrine office organization and the appointment of
shrine officers, while also examining the process by which they were re-

vised.



