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An Investigation of Ruan Ji’s(fjr%%) Career in the Government Service
Hong-Zuo Lin

In this paper I investigate into the historical evidences of Ruan Ji’s(Pt#%) successive posts in the govern-
ment which hitherto have remained unspecified in the history books. The materials on which my research

based were Sanguozhi(=EZE), Jinshu(EZ), Ruan Ji’s own writings, Shishuoxinyu(it3i#5&) and various

notes quoted in the book.

Notwithstanding the fact that I could not solve all the problems concerning the career of Ruan Ji, yet [ be-
lieve at the present I have attained the most exact conclusion about the matter. The career of Ruan Ji was
made clearer than before and incorrect records in Jinshu compiled during Tang(fE) period were disclosed.
Here, I would like to epitomize only the conclusions attained by the investigation.

It was when he was 33 years old in 242 A.D., that Ruan Ji was engaged by Jiang Ji(F##) as a govern-
ment official(38). This was his first entrance into the government service. Later, when he was at the age of
39 in 248 A.D., he became Shangshulang (MIZRR) and in the same year he was engaged by Cao Shuang(E %K) as
Canjun(Z®). After Cao Shuang lost his position, Ruan Ji was appointed to Congshizhonglang (J¢EthER) by Si-
ma Yi(a]%$%). The term of this office was, perhaps, from March, 249 A.D., the tenth year of the Zhengshi
(IE#8) era, to August, 251 A.D., the third year of the Jiapeng (F2*) era, when Si-ma Yi died. After the death
of Si-ma Yi, Ruan Ji was successively appointed to Congshizhonglang by Si-ma Shi(H]f&#Hf), and he seemed to
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have remained in the office untill he was transferred to Sanjichangshi (BB &%) in October, 254 A.D., the
first year of the Zhengyuan(iEJ) era. Then, he requested himself and took the office of “Minister of
Dongpeng district” (BSZ41), and thereafter for the third time he was appointed to Congshizhonglang and fur-
ther to Bubingjiaowei GEEEMED). All these, I surmise, were during the period of Si-ma Zhao’s(F]%M) admini-
stration, i.e., from February, 255 A.D. to May, 958 A.D., when Ruan Ji was at the age between 46 and 49.
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