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Votive Pictures of Old Korea

Eiichi IMOTO

In 19th-century Korea votive pictures of a tiger or a cock were put on
the door or the wall of the imperial palace on the New year’s Day.

Pictures of a god and a goddess were also put on both the door posts
or the entrance to the palace.

These animals and gods were the ancestors of the emperor, whence
the gardians of the palace.

This custom was borrowed from China. In China there was more
detailed systems of animals through which the souls of the dead were
transmigrated.

It was believed that the souls of the dead went into the wall and
appeared out of it.

People buried the dead body in the wall. The dead, like the living, come
to life again on the New year’s Day. The votive pictures of the New
year’s Day were the pictures of the ancestors of the emperor.
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