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The existence of self is an illusion, and there is no wrong in this
world, no vice, no evil, except what flows from the assertion of self.

The attainment of truth is possible only when self is recognized as
an illusion. Righteousness can be practised only when we have freed
our mind from passions of egotism. Perfect peace can dwell only
where all vanity has disappeared.”
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A: The man who is converted and has rooted out the illusion of
self, with all its lusts and sinful desires, will be a source of blessing
to himself and others.”

B: But you cannot be rescued unless the intense sufferings which
you endure as consequences of your evil deeds have dispelled all con-
ceit of selfhood and have purified your soul of vanity, lust, and
envy.?

C: The illusion of self was still upon Kandata. He did not know the

miraculous power of a sincere longing to rise upwards and enter the
noble path of righteousness.?
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He had been in hell several kalpas and was unable to rise out of
his wretched condition, when Buddha appeared upon earth and at-
tained to the blessed state of enlightenment. At that memorable mo-
ment a ray of light fell down into hell quickening all the demons with
life and hope, and the robber Kandata cried aloud: “Oh blessed
Buddha, have mercy upon me! ------ ?
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You yourself must make an effort. The Tathigatas are only preach-
ers. The thoughtful who enter the way are freed from the bondage of
Mara.*
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In reply to the question in your second letter, I wish to say that
the story Karma originated in my mind while I was compiling The
Gospel of Buddha from the various sources of Buddhist literature. I
was full of the subject, and the story dawned on me just like an
inspiration. There are reminiscences of Buddhist thought in it, but it
is very difficult for me to trace them to their proper sources.”
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of Buddhist thought” (2B L CTHFIZIEH X & WAY “The Spider-web” Dt
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------------ , when Buddha appeared upon earth and attained to
the blessed state of enlightenment. (A') At that memorable moment
a ray of light fell down into hell (A?) quickening all the demons with
life and hope, ------, and the robber Kandata cried aloud: “Oh
blessed Buddha, have mercy upon me! ------” ------ Buddha
looked with compassion upon the tortures of Kandata, (B') and sent
down a spider on a cobweb and ------ )
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A Japanese Failure to Adapt
a European Buddhist Tale

Nobuhiko KOBAYASHI

Akutagawa Ryiinosuke (FFJIIBEZ4 1892-1927) used a Japanese transla-
tion of The Spider-web, a Buddhist tale by Paul Carus (1852-1919), when he
wrote Kumo-no-ito (Mllko>%), his first work for children.

Modern philological studies of Buddhism originated in Europe and excel-
lent research results were produced there. Having taken advantage of them,
Carus knew much about ancient Buddhist literature. According to the latest
paper of Nagao Kayoko (EEE{{F), his tale is faithful to the Buddhist tra-
dition and coherent as a whole.

On the other hand, Akutagawa, ignorant of Buddhist literature, missed
Carus’s points and failed to construct a coherent new story. In spite of its
high reputation among critics, his Kumo-no-ito is a failure because of its in-

consistency.
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