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The Japanese Version of Jataka 316: The story

of a hare who did not strive to be a Buddha

Nobuhiko KOBAYASHI

In the story of Jataka 316, a hare jumps into fire to offer his own body as
broiled meat. This is a story of extreme self-sacrifice. The hare does this ex-
treme act in order to satisfy a condition for becoming a buddha.

This story was transmitted to Japan and adapted as konjakumonogatari-shii
(48 WEE4) 5.13. However, its keystone has changed. The Japanese hare
is not interested in becoming a buddha. Instead, the hare aims to acquire
makoto-no-kokoro (3% / /[~ sincere heart): one who is possessed of it is said
to defer his own profit to the interest of others.



