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Phonetic Features of Japanese Invitation

Expressions Used by Korean Learners

—The Case of “Nomo’*

YOON Younghwa

Features of speaking and hearing was investigated using the will form
“Nomo”™.

In the speaking investigation, the Japanese speakers and the Korean
Learners (students) spoke the phrase in three different intentions - “a will
expression of a soliloquy”, “a will expression which is meant to be heard”, and
“an invitation expression.” While the Japanese speakers spoke the phrase dis-
tinguishing among three intentions, students could not distinguish them.
Although some students in Group B used rising intonation, most students in
Group A did not. When students in Group A used invitation expression its
temporal duration became long.

In hearing investigation, the listeners were forced to judge between “will”,
“Invitation”, and “asking in return.” The data of hearing investigation consist
of synthetic sounds with varied temporal duration and fundamental frequency
of the sound of one Japanese speaker’s “will utterance”, and “will utterance”
and “invitation utterance” of each speaker was obtained through speaking in-
vestigation. The Japanese speakers (both Kansai dialect speakers and Kanto
dialect speakers) judged both the “will utterance” of each speaker and the
“invitation utterance” of the Group A students as “will.” Moreover, a sound
with the rising wide pitch width was judged as “asking in return.” Although
the difference between the two dialects showed a little change in the judgment
of the changed temporal duration, there was no change in other judgments. In
the judgment of the changed fundamental frequency, a sound with rising
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intonation was judged as “invitation”, and one without rising intonation as
“will.” A sound with a wide pitch width was judged as “asking in return.”

Although the Korean students also judged each speaker’s “will utterance”
as “will,” their rate of judgment was lower than that of the Japanese speakers.
There was a tendency to judge “invitation utterance” of the Group A students
as intended. When the temporal duration was shortened, it was judged as
“will,” and when it was lengthened, it was judged as “invitation.” In the judg-
ment of the changed fundamental frequency, when the direction of pitch
change was a descent, it was judged as “will”, and when rising, it was judged
as “asking in return.”



