ERAMRIRD A ENDB Y 2 A4 2 RETOERO LR TY, [T =DM
ANl BEANRES>TLDLES@E» ST 5 RAfE R h7: > THlhg
ST AEENL, ISV TE LS ) p, ERBHEOTIRNIELEL, b
Bulih s Ebh v FRBESH Y, MEOBRKOMNILFIEDEL LIS,
ERELOZSVYAY > AL oy 2 I3 ERED, TNELARICEITLN
72RRBII A Z», ZORICIET 5.

==« 37X BMEKT SR AREICT A ZOEMICOVWTRD &
FJIZBRTWBE—[T 2= 2DHA] OBEHMHE [TrET7 L PR

D OMERICIZMARAENT VS ] POZDLDTHY, F0itFd [NE
DIRRARAREL BN ThH Y, ZoRROEKRIE (RO E LS
WESHRV] LDOTHD, [Tx=2DWA] DEBEEHRO LS
[NBGFEDERM] 0XNTH S, LWV IDTH D’

MR 2 BT W T B OREL R T3 77X I TO<2Y
DiZ7enDs, ToOFTSNLFERIRD [T 20Nl Wi, HE NI
LAHMBEICE LN TWEDNTE L wRrLBbhb, bbHA, b1
DTEIFTTHL W, h—po—2Z b 2FEERLZ220MREDARICE ST,
N BIO ARG M - R LBFALCOBRALTEL bOTE LV,
YA 2y 2 DMONNEIA L BEZEROER, 74733 ThLIES
LOFEZ ELTHLDETTS L, BEORELIT TR, HBELTS
FNEPLREDTLNBIEHDHERR, WETLHFINICHER LD,
WEDEE L VW) EBOHBIC» b AL H 5,
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L L, BERNICEEIN, IWRT 200075 LTEBTlE V2D LS
B LOEJEE Y L AL TV EES RO, MBI A
fEN4E 1 (Willing suspension of disbelief) | 12w F v B WL T,

(72 2 2OWA] #FCRABHENCLTFIB=RF 4 v 7 AERT
HH)He HRELS LT NE D, [HHLEE] 25 L EEnER + 35
C2LDRY, [BEXDOBE] L v MBICLEE LS, Cofkmr=E
BlE LCHUS L BTREDTH S S b,

1

[V 2 =ZADWAN] #Z008, Thbb, FEE, A, HHOT oy
MRS LB BRI > T B S 1, IHTHEORBRIC A > T b
£ IBbND, DL, THOZO0HERFL, ZonT oy rERFR
DY) L FARREEDRERD, WDy — Ik THERENLTWE 2 L
CEHLZV, [Tz=20BA] 220k Hibasld, Yvf4nv2
DI BIRT LREICL D L IZB b WA, % BBINESRIES L 3 21
WEFEH LTHMI LA,

FRUOOBZRET 20i1IC, BROFHEICHZAITTEE 20,

In sooth, I know not why I am so sad,

It wearies me, you say it wearies you;

By how I caught it, found it, or came by it,
What stuff ’tis made of, whereof it is born,

I am to learn; (1.1.1-5)°

Ty =FR3REAAOEERIIBEZ LN TS, COBRBELEEEHAD
BT, FIXCHLMIZINE LIS, BRO Ny =FicEh ks
TET, WEDRBICKELEAABIENDTIEL WA EBNTELTW S,
SHIZ, ZORGDEAAIE, T b=ADABKRE 2 RETLINT
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HBLLEZLNE, COZLBEHLIZOD—V YR - Ty od [ERER
REDBHIIIE] THEEBRTWD S Vv Aoy 7 2 RGEICET S
Tryhb=Ad, 25 POEFELICHTEIDL ) RITAORBRELT, B
LOTENLE LT, HEPRRALEIC L >TWEbTTH b, HENEE
L2, [EFHLDHPEZELTVWEIDTHA) M5, T h=Fd gk
B EL AR TIld % <, ZOATIRICHED S -> T, HITITUEEDTIEE
MhHbI EEBERT L, VAY L ZADEDLIEBEAD, &2 —KHA
DWW b A EHE L T b, WHEAMHRICL b - TN T
X2ELSOREHIC R, FROBEMNELH D, 2 TATLY L ET
B LICHT 2H2MED, T b =F0BEBEOERICIIFELET 5,
RADEBEOFERZ2HZRLTH L)ALV LA =F L RARFIIT ~
= DOHNER G HIOEDFETII L Wk, DEIC T - 7255 D 257 <
o, Mok cnict s,

Your mind is tossing on the ocean.(1.1.7)

Believe me sir, had I such venture forth,
The better part of my affections would

Be with my hopes abroad. (1.1.15-17)

And in a word, but even now worth this,

And now worth nothing?(1.1.35-36)

7o b=AlL, BREIH—ERVDEODDBIRICHI P S TWBED TR wDn
5, BEEEDZIETRIVTWIDTIILWEITHET, L L, #itk—
BOF IR, R BAa T~ Tl L2 L ORI S BREIC b 726 8 RT, K
ARy =K I TS 72012y v 40y 72 6E) 2 REVFFERRE L
bo HR&MLTYL, BI2BTNLVEELNL REIRI ZOHNET
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Hb, BENEEIHN, ARIBBICABLNIFEIIANEIRLWZET
u&woTyb:ﬁuﬁ%~$@ﬁﬁ-%%@%%%ﬁb LizRE Lwd
DeIWELH»L L, PREWMT L) L LT, MEICHEEIC AFEND,
%¢mmuﬂtza%a&m%beauAﬁaLfﬁ%tzwéawziao

LA DR-TIEBZRHE S = OBk, EE CEWAEL KL
DI A A=DRTEEFEL TS, LAL, taf i, NyH=Aic
SAEFTHENINGY, BREZDELPBEICHEET L 2OTIEZ v, BEF
DEEZ MHFE L T b FAFRMORM/D, [BA->T S, NILES R
EHDTONBEEDHD L) AFIZEATWEBIEMDL, ZOETITE
DT v b=F LEETHS — By my troth Nerissa, my little body is
aweary of this great world.” (1.2.1-2),

TADABHIMA DL EE ) DR EICLMAIZH B, HELTELLE
BRDITIIREF TP S LEFE 205, BIBEOMFREL 2-72408
5 LTSRN IZ e - THRD T IT % 570\,

I may neither choose who I would, or refuse who I dislike,
so is the will of a living daughter curb’d by the will of a
dead father. (1.2.22-25)

~N= xmﬁA%«w%/b@A@%@atLTméﬁf% BT ADTH A,

[FEATZAROERE] L3, F—Y TOREER=Z2DDNEDOL DD 85—
DERRIERXZEISTLIZOENE LI HED, K=Y TOTRHIEETH
LRGN ETHE, LirL, K= T, KB L GEIEEICHK
5:tmiof,ﬁ#éﬂv#:tt@%ﬁﬁ%ﬁb,%@%%,%ﬁ%%
REBDIRFET LI LPAMEEIC k> T2 b aiHICK 2T v F =
FOBwmMERL AR T 5, 2% ), MERTEEICHEICH) 2L, HE
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YRBEZMREICTEIDTH b, B LWIRFEIZ, FOLEERDOEMKL L LD
ThbS

HEETWBIRNEDIL, HALXHOBEEFELT LI RO LT, &
FBEINLENE R D, L2L, ZODTREHREI, AL BRICE SF
DT v, K= 72 [TEGHIROLNLIETHOINH] LEZ
X, RiEZovEe N En vy 3EY [BNWIATTLHRDB] mr Oy 3
7, EBICE, FNEFNOREBBE, FEESCEENLYOEBE»H ), £
I LEENME, EEHFETRETILDTH B, = 2O/PMEIRMIELT,
HEBEI-ADKIEEILZ, ZKTH S,
PlotanEvtoy a3 [HERAOHAGID] L&V ZENTED D
BeEsk, Talr b a7 730} (2060 L] LTz /R
DN ERRSE, HHEDICRBORGIEIEDIEHA), R—vTE2ELTWS
bIFTlEZ v, K= TBRICAN D5y —=F 13 (T AIHEEAEE O
ﬁotmﬁxF%@ﬁfé—@%%ﬁf%ﬁ?%&#%fJtﬁént,%
RIZRENOT28OF %83, NRITRLGEEOFH ISR - T LIz
ENTwb,

AERHTEIC L > TREDTIL <, T 52T RE 2 Kic
LCGRIRICEED DNy F=AThH D, W, THLZE N DL WHITERT
H b DifEELALICL v, CEALZETHRR»ICRA2ME L HEH
L LI, REFH-TIME TR >ZHFELPHEETINLINDH TSI
% LT, CCEEEROX-TEBERL, K= TOERLAZEVOEIG
BoEENEMZ 5T LS Nb—[RIEHLiiiz, 407+ 251234
DEAEL DR E K, —THELFELY, ZLTER—TELogRFcx) k2
WLDTIZIInET ], #FDOR—THED, [ZDOFTLE2—-U2HITTHET
TWa] DI, Wy =F B3R —TOEZLEETIERIIHLHEED
BETELWY, COBRREAFPTRIFH I T4 97 - 77 TH b,
SBROUERBELDEE & > % ) GO THIEETS 5.
TXRTCEHLD?eHIZ, LWV )BTIAGF—H LTS, Ny =F
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DETEHEDEIEIR, EOHERANL Ty aFLPEBAST I I E0E
BRI, T b =AOMBENLKIEL ZHBET2L05H 5, vz
AZAETDERNCB T 2EE LR D ITE IS, BR28L 5, B% -5
DEELE P LI LREIED, ERNZ— X & w5 L DIRIT O,

Ny = FRBERNTEEDET o b =FDOKIEDE»FTH B, %
DB L BEEE LT DICRKIEOMENI L X2 D -7, 2OFK 2T
A0y ZIZARLI Ry FEAFIICERTELERY L2603, L2L,
:@%%%&%ﬁuﬁv#:tmﬁt&ot£~v7@@%é ERETHT

2% 5%, B L NASEIIAHE ICBET 5,

3

YreAuy 7 2EE T IEMIL, EHGECHREINTWS LI, HK
EBNDMRE TIZI0005 s v FDOEEGREFTELWT v P =FDH—K
Y FE, DRICH - X LIEVHL LY NERS, LW HICH LD LNT
bhoH, COBEHR [T2=2ZADWN] D254y 22521250 T%<,
IR ZDbDE L B,

MEBEZHLAAT, Y40y 20 [IFADTEH] [RIEZIEX] »#%<
EONLRNTHEN, TDE) hEBERENT Sy F=FiF—Hhofa
DB TEBLIZWEE ), LA L, 20BFCEBE*BEILWTPL b=

(3, fERDOWEEMZ Z 57K E232 %L, COBETIEBZL L+
Aoy 7UALMEICERL w20 Th %W, BI2hP->TLE-Tw5,
botd, RADLDHEIIWZ, BEE2HLALT ¥ b =F OL8 301
BT, hRITHEDLEETH 5,

I am as like to call thee so again,
To spet on thee again, to spurn thee too.
If thou will lend this money, lend it not

As to thy friends,....
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But lend it rather to thine enemy,
Who if he break, thou may’st with better face
Exact the penalty. (1.3.125-32)

TrhmAidi ey 2R L TIEELAITE 21TV, BEOHEZ T
LTaRD, YreAny 2 OBELIEFEOIRSZNE L TH2ZIRET S
Y izt 5,8

xday ZIlERELNET b= FICX ) R MEERBTABL H
. LX) A MEEDAS I AOEFEIZH LTI Ed SV
WEELALITE 217, BELENBRF L RE21T5, 2NN LNLWH
2iE, XVRMEZZFOX ) LABLT P =FICERINIE, ©LAXY
ZMEZFWRLDBE LD DT T WA Y, LECiEEbLNSE, L2L,
TrhaArnprilyr 4oy 7 EREHCBL2LLTH, £LT, &R
XIS I NARHMOETE WD [AEN] MEZE->THTh, EHO
BN LTT v b=FDLBME2S 1R FEYDELS & v ) IT&IEFRN
ICHEZ C, ) TWRBTELIETR AV, YA 2y 7DELITZN
A MEREMTETL, BRI BT, ZAPrAM-TLA LW
Dhrh?] (4.1.67) L) blFiZiduhr it vwnThs, 2L, v Am
Oy ZICIIEEOARDEKRTEML, FFELTIL2EXEHENDH D,

Hath not a Jew eyes? Hath not a Jew hands, organs, dimen-
sions, senses, affections, passions? fed with the same food, hurt
with the same weapons, subject to the same diseases, healed
by the same means, warmed and cooled by the same winter
and summer as a Christian is? —if you prick us do we not
bleed? .... The villainy you teach me I will execute, and it shall

go hard but I will better the instruction. (3.1.52-66)
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YA ny 2DRIGEIT O, LrL, Zrsl v TEIAZESS
LT REEICEDYII L, ZRSHFAOIT LAY » A0y 2123 LT
BE - REFEARICHCABOED, Hof s LoREIr HE LI AL
WP LBLBA, YA ny 2 RERIRAME T AR S VD EODKE LR
THLIBERIBELDT20S LAL%AHS, SULWHOE SRS L%
BRIZT 5% ) A MEGERT LN TH, 20T, BRI & 250
VI )OREE-STWTD, BELREIKERR LN 2WESIZLT,
Ry =7 T—rDREEZELIEE, Vvl vy 2t [ZBS] ok - v
2y, [BRRETEZ] ORBEF VT »—122%h 2 NI TH 5, 113
ERDER L DIZ,

BHICBWT, Yo 0y ZHFEXRERENTVRZEED, Y2220
FROXMEBY L) CL2BALT—HLELL V., AXDOXEELY
BROBEL B DFATLHRET 29, WAV 52HITERESD
RAHLIBFEPEAIZLNTH S, BERTICH 2, 25T 5 IEEC
SNTLW T LM TE DI,

—F M OHEEERFL L EFE LOBURIEL, RARES L2 WEED
WEEICBL23DTHE, LL, P A0y 20l ORUEEIIRIER
TR % RIS T B, |
FHICEELTEFEL L LTR - PR>EHICED, 5BRAFERTH-T
LEMNFRENDZLUELDDLLET, K= 73 vr A0y 2 08ECHEL

A T0N
%

’

And earthly power doth then show likest God’s
When mercy seasons justice: therefore Jew,
Though justice be thy plea, consider this,
That in the course of justice, none of us
Should see salvation: we do pray for mercy,

And that same prayer, doth teach us all to render
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The deeds of mercy. (4.1.1_92—98)

[PNLICILLE s b opHTIEL, bNobDEEIFLIFER]
[ AL PEEE] BOWCHLENN) TH S, K- TOHKLE
X ) 2 MEIEDOLIZHFZDVDTLHDBEF—T 77—« 7 4LV il
L0 R—L T AT, XY RMEGE, 2 VESo—TET [V
=Z2DWEN] BEIIEACOBEY, HEBILICH2THRL, 202
SHAFBZH YOI THHI LR, BOHLTL L, TARLETY,
£ %) ROBAAFEI BT UL, [B#E] 0—BEEE->TCDELER
Ab, IOEAEDESDAR, TZVWFLIEROACLINT] BLHT
GBS EINDARBIE, XURMIETHA ) Lhrb) &, £RADMHE
THAHI L, BEOREBETHL ) X, FLHF SN LD TLITUIFRITIZAE
XTWwiThv, RADLADBIZL > TWnd v f oy 7T, HF—51
A LDTE\ justice (ERREIFEFRBFE—FETHS) b, AMIZE-
TEEA L LTIBEEL R E IS LA L LB WHENDbY LTV, JOERD
YATAELY, FELANBEEOEARLPPLIMEZHMICZLINLDII
BR300

LaL, K= 7auriclme R LTEEOKMEHLTY, 27l
ZICHE I N2 v A0y Z7OLERC I EIRTEL W, K= T DAY
BRI e A0y 2HEE LTERL, T ADEEIEREI L2k
WX DX FEOHHEETRD B ICKR b L, BODFLHTET L72HDIIEHE
DFREPRDT Y, X r LoBER TIN5, £ THEHIIE
FEABFLTHLEITNIE R 5% vw— “A pound of that same
merchant’s flesh is thine,/The court awards it, and the law doth give
it.” (4.1.295-96)

RAHERBT, Y ARy 2HTY b=AOB 1R FEIE DY
A9 T 2720, K= TDRS1PPP 5,
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Tarry a little, there is something else,—

This bond doth give thee here no jot of blood,
The words expressly are “a pound of flesh™:

Take then thy bond, take thou thy pound of flesh,
But in the cutting it, if thou dost shed

One drop of Christian blood, thy lands and goods
Are (by the laws of Venice) confiscate

Unto the state of Venice. (4.1.301-308)

WLV oy POFEEMEY NIEE X2 “Hoist with his own petar” T
5o BDPLTHIEXDXEHT v b =F 2REMITIRET 52 & 2AkEIcT
DIROFIZ%G T, A0y 20+, 72iE) LIF2 20, hicid
Do AREDGENIHEREDU VAL LY, BEZHRAREDOHEL W
RS E 5, BMEERE LS LBEERZN L AtkyY, —i5, HEIMER
ZHRICT5DTH S, MTEE 26T 1

EATABLEEEL) 2RI ZHRAEMKRICLI-THENEDOTIL
TV YAy 7 DREL WBUE L 72EEX DM £, BAs kgt
WHEEANDGEE LD D, BOL LT TIERT > =423 FE-7EBER
RICREXW, ve4ny 7 HEDRELY, BERXELENTHLD, SDITH
ReR—VTIRBR 200 v A0y 7 DFEXTEE, FREETH L, Wi
DX —2R/HEET2DBEIL2 % REELDTH 5,

Ty hba2d bEGOERKICILINT, F—y T7HOHFIICHKEITEZ T
HLEDLNDL, YAy 27 I L TEBRRELHITEZ L DRELTW
BHHBAD, HETUREDX Y R FEDIGH 5 TIEHDH, HIOGE
He, THLAESICHLT, BETEILLERALLEL*RBICER T2,
HMBEIZBIN®mEE 7V T~/ DEIIEGOMEMICH L TFRAET &~
b=ADERZHEATEEE»L LRI NLT v F=F12i2, EHL
CIEZ BN T 7E S BRI 2R L CAR L2 DmbsE D,
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4

He B R L TR — L T, ﬁﬁ%%®$MtLT%&§nt%m¢ﬁvb
T IIR e, ENTIED Y LA CPIREDEE LBESNT, /Ny ¥
A DI b IR E T 5, ZOIRIRIEE - T b5 & &
o, THEECE b, b, K En) LBl wblE, HEZA L
CEANTEICOFTWBRELETH D, Y rd By 2t bGn s &2
FLRBUTHLL b7 LIRS 72, ZOHEOIERE IR
Ux LA HERIIEDE LT, ETUEiRi 2k v b 22T RO
FLEEICH Ly, MROI EAHL, Syl KbNICT==AT
Lok bEMZASE 2D 720 LB LB TS 1, TAOFIR & BEICH
WB UL, FOBTIHEREH - CISRE TR 212k - Tlah#ET
2,

K PhL e A0y 20 k) ICHIELRIEXERICIEDLY, FIRISH
HE LT, XEYB)EECBTTLIEETRT2IBICHT 2% 51,
WY 5 ThHI, Ny P EEREY 52l LItk B,

B2 e, ~ULE L R ORISR 7Sy F A A L T ISER R ) A
HHEND, [BRo, BIcEGOBRTHLFNBRAN] Y ) LTz
7S B v, BHRR I RER, A R 6] v
BE R TVDI LI, T v h=FDIEXABITERBICHETH 2, ¥
v A Ty Z2HRE ) DX LD L) ICERIRED H S b TG WA, K—
STIRAMOME L LT, 155E L Lok OFaRE LT ERT,
LrL, bbAAME - ZERZOERE D H-HKDBATH 5
WNR—=L T THDHIEFTEIKIL T WD, ob i, BENTFREFITIC
BL7E LTh, ZAUBTAICIdn b, 15H% 5 ¢ 2KMIE, ABO L
0 DRTH DI - 2o Ec Ay, EREBO L ERCERNICRbo b LD, B
BESE LY HIFBIEY — FEDTH D,
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S % @ ¢ BB LRI, AR, BHOT T b AR EEORS
Eh T b, BHT L BT SNEATIE S LRI SRS S A,
T LRGSR - B2 b 725 LTty b 4 0 2 O A B
s, T b= AOWEBF 2RI LT, BEOKLEESLE L,
FIREIS, < 4 = ) BHIRIIC [3380) 0 472 & 7 BIEE 2 FI0T = & 13,
ZUECHIZ L, S5 IHTCIABIND DIk B2, HRIL,
BREE 2N K= TORE -Gk ) OWE L % 5. 158 B RO
RoT, HE)FEATEESWNE R ADOMOMESN 2832 &0
G, BBNT L =10 b ) kRl - T EEOBHRE, BHO
7oy b CRECRE AT, KiE L EROBT AT 5.

SH K2 0 L DD RBIITH 2, BRI LD B b b RIS
WREET 2, MRIERE b b, 272, M REGNICSEROSET
bbb, Ty =FDWGHER=TOR[TINLDOTHY, ELo¥IH2
WALt TOhATEEND, Tr b=dDBACK L TILERL T
Py A DI, RIRE L RAESTL L, ERICHRILT 2 b0 ThD
TERLFELTWB LI ICELND, XL BT b= Ok AST
Kl ZNAKD Sy =T L ORIEOROIETH 555, ZOIEXI & -
Tty A DRIEIRIT 5. & 512 20ET L, W B THER A
ABOTIREL, Yo Ay 2B TE2 ERBBICEHIN, Z0OE,
KB L RIE DR 2 L, LT 52 LIk 5, HEIRIZZNAL A=Y
THbHP

MERERIORIE AR ) Db L, BIESD L TRV 2o L BEED
LItk ->TH bbb,

Here will we sit, and let the sounds of music
Creep in our ears—soft stillness and the night
Become the touches of sweet harmony:

Sit Jessica,—look how the floor of heaven
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Is thick inlaid with patens of bright gold,
There’s not the smallest orb which thou behold’st
But in his motion like an angel sings,

Still quiring to the young-ey’d sherubins;

Such harmony is in immortal souls,

But whilest this muddy vesture of decay

Doth grossly close it in, we cannot hear it: (5.1.55-65)

RZECECHRNEZ, RRDELVWHFZDLTHY, £DHICH ST
HENEL R IFEENCIE, REROEITICL>TETLNIW LT NE L D,
FOFRIIMEOREKOE TIIMZ 2 WSS, LaL, XA H
HBETHERIEREOAICLEN TS ABICHIZ, 2RERLEOFHE
Wit 5, HbEWIE, FREHFCKRDLIH) L% b, ZOFHIHMEEMD
BERMRHC 72, BEORBRLDOTH 5,

x4 7 RAETORA, EFEEOREIHE Y, HRX ) T LURER
RIS T EREHIBFBICII T TSRS IS Eh, BEIrnE -
T3, L L, 7 hv=A 4 207F L DHHITF 2Bk LORIT H 5 Pk
e FEBIIEI N T Wb Tidh > 72, BEOFERMITTHOFMDA A —
DERBLDTH DM

5

T, L3P URL L7 [HBNZAEOFIL] 2TULHZTHRLBIEL
T, [Tz=20@A] 2L LTHAETAREZRE LS, 22
TET, RINvr 40y Z7OW/NCENBESIKRDL L E2EARL I B 5250
W, REGRAHERLIC L > TRO > TRP U5 DB T Y, Rzhbidh
DTV ary  FUPTRLENEREMOBEELZZ TSI 3%, L3
R, o rFL X5 “Tis all in pieces, all coherence gone” (An
Anatomy of the World, 1.213) 372 s BEb%hwnw, a~=7 Xz‘)“‘%).f:
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LI PANCH L TRENIELEDIRBELEINEXYZ M EA~DITEED
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EEEL L) D v, 2 EREHINARTETH-T L, BEEIRETHD &
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AT PREFZITAENHEVITLRETELDTH 5,
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“I hate him for he is a Christian:

But more, for that in low simplicity

He lends out money gratis, and brings down

The rate of usance hare with us in Venice.

If I can catch him once upon the hip,

I will feed fat the ancient grudge I bear him” (1.3.37-42)
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The Merchant of Venice

as A Comedy of Reversals

Seiki KINJo

This is an attempt to read The Merchant of Venice as a comedy of
reversals. In each of the three plots—the casket, the trial, and the
ring —there are reversals which are interrelated, and their culmination
forms the governing pattern of the play.

The apparent impediments of paternalistic imposition and the mea-
ger appearance of the lead casket with a threatening inscription lead
to the successful marriage of the true minds. The most critical and
climactic reversal in the play takes place in the trial scene. The
heinous murder, attempted by Shylock in revenge, is frustrated by
the very means he meticulously adhered to—a demand to follow the
letter of the law. The accuser and the accused change their positions.
Shylock is now accused of attempted murder but is treated with the
spirit of mercy. Antonio also, now liberated, learns the virtue of
mercy as eloquently appealed to by Portia. The tormenting difficulties
of the dilemma Bassanio faces between the obligation of friendship
and marital love results in the happy fulfillment of both friendship
and love in a comic resolution, thus allowing the glimpse of the vision
of a ring of harmony to “muddy vesture of clay.”

The stumbling block to this reading seems to be the treatment of
Shylock after the tables are turned upon him. Even with a determined

“willing suspension of disbelief” on the one hand, and on the other,

— 126 —



[ = 2D N]—#EEDER|

being aware of the pitfall of “intentional fallacy,” I nevertheless feel
very uneasy about the shotgun conversion. Now that we have experienced
the holocaust and the inviolability of conscience is undeniably established,

it becomes more difficult to accept this conversion'.
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