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In fact, Doctor Blimber’s establishment was a great hothouse, in which
there was a forcing apparatus incessantly at work. All the boys blew before
their time. Mental green-peas were produced at Christmas, and intellectual
asparagus all the year round. Mathematical gooseberries (very sour ones
too) were common at untimely seasons, and from mere sprouts of bushes,
under Doctor Blimber’s cultivation. Every description of Greek and Latin
vegetable was got off the driest twigs of boys, under the frostiest circum-
stances. Nature was of no consequence at all. No matter what a young gen-
tleman was intended to bear, Doctor Blimber made him bear to pattern,

somehow or other. (141)
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She had no thought of him but as a brother, a brother rescued from the
grave; a shipwrecked brother saved and at her side; and rushed into his
arms. In all the world, he seemed to be her hope, her comfort, refuge, a

natural protector. (693)
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Then, all day long, there is a retinue of mouldy gigs and chaise-carts in
the street; and herds of shabby vampires, Jew and Christian, over-run the
house, sounding the plate-glass mirrors with their knuckles, striking dis-
cordant octaves on the Grand Piano, drawing wet forefingers over the
pictures, breathing on the blades of the best dinner-knives, punching the
squabs of chairs and sofas with their dirty fists, touzling the feather beds,
opening and shutting all the drawers, balancing the silver spoons and forks,
looking into the very threads of the drapery and linen, and disparaging

everything. (832-33)
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Dombey and Son:
The Collapse of the Patriarchal Myth
and the Role of Florence

YosHipa, Kazuho

Dombey and Son (1848) is Dickens’s seventh novel, published in monthly
parts by Bradbury & Evans, from October 1846 to April 1848, with the illustra-
tions by Hablot K. Browne (1815-1882), and published in one volume in 1848.
Conceived by Dickens as novel about pride, Dombey and Son exhibits more care-
ful planning and execution than the novels that precede it. Its characters and
situations all contribute to the development of the main theme, which the novel
expresses in the symbolic opposition of the railway and the sea.

When the story opens Mr. Dombey, the rich, proud, frigid head of the ship-
ping house of Dombey and Son, has just been presented with a son and heir,
Paul, and his wife dies. The father’s love and hopes are centered in Paul, the
odd, delicate, prematurely old child, who is sent to Dr. Blimber’s school, under
whose strenuous discipline he sickens and dies. Dombey neglects his daughter,
Florence, and the estrangement is increased by the death of her brother. Walter
Gay, the frank, good-hearted youth in Dombey’s employment, falls in love with
her, but is sent to the West Indies by Dombey, who disapproves of their rela-
tions. He is shipwrecked on the way and believed to be drowned. Dombey gets
married to Edith Granger, the proud and penniless young widow, but his arrogant
treatment drives her into relations with his villainous manager, Carker, with
whom she flies to France, fiercely repelling, however, the natural view he takes
of the situation. They are pursued, Carker meets Dombey in a railway station,
falls in front of a train, and is killed. The house of Dombey fails; Dombey has lost
his fortune, his son, and his wife; his daughter has been driven by the ill-
treatment to fly from him, and has married Walter Gay, who has survived his
shipwreck. Thoroughly humbled, Dombey lives in desolate solitude, but
Florence returns to him.
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The representation of Florence’ s flight from her father takes the initiative
in Dickens’s later representations of feminism, but Florence’s return is different
from the return of Louisa Gradgrind in Hard Times (1854); Florence asks
Dombey to forgive her after the flight while Louisa reproaches her father for his
mistake of education. Florence still has the concept of Victorian ideal woman by
asking her father to forgive her. After the collapse of the patriarchal myth, the
only person who can relieve Dombey, is Florence. Dombey who is still stiff
keeping his self based on social value, opens his eyes to natural human condition
with the help of Florence. Therefore, it seems reasonable to conclude that
Dickens prepared, not only the context of the relief of Florence who flied from
her father, but also the context of the relief of Dombey in Dombey and Son.



