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On Desirable Disability Services in

Japanese Public Libraries

YAMAMOTO Jun-ichi

This paper deals with disability services, mainly for visually handicapped
people including dislexia in public libraries in Japan. Receiving a letter from a
well -experienced public librarian April 2018, the author had a chance to
consider this problem. The librarian questioned how to understand the legal
interpretation of Japanese Copyright Act sections 31 and 37. The answer is
that international agreements for handicapped people, for an example,
Marrakesh Treaty to Facilitate Access to Published Works for Persons Who
Are Blind, Visually Impaired, or Otherwise Print Disabled, are so important to
solve everyday tasks emerged on public library services for visually handi-
capped people. In addition, fundamental human rights written in Japanese
Constitution are of course have to be taken into account. Section 37 laid down
for them should overcome Section 31 for ordinary wholesome users. Japanese
society, including library world, unfairly tends to think highly of copyright
business profits.



