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Birth of Double Entry Bookkeeping

and Theory of Accounting as Language

CHUN Jaemoon

The conclusions reached in this paper are summarized as follows:

(1) Many limited companies had grown sharply in the background of the
industrial revolution of the 18 th centuryIn addition, in order to calculate
profit and loss,they had taken on the heavy task of inclusion of fixed asset
costs, ie., depreciation expenses. At the same time, companies that wanted
to avoid such a task as much as possible also appeared. There was the
emergence of the heavy task of depreciation expenses in the name change
from “Italian style(or Venetian style)bookkeeping” to “double entry
bookkeeping”. At the same time, the accounting words “single entry
bookkeeping” also appeared in parallel with it.

(2) In our opinion, it is “single” with “double” and “double” with “single”.
As in the relationship between “right” and “left”, the relationship between
“upper” and “lower”, the relationship among “medium,” “large”, and “small”
in the everyday language, the meaning of words are all relative(differential).
There is no recognition without words.

(3) There is no “asset and liability view” without “revenue and expense
view” and there is no “revenue and expense view” without “asset and
liability view”. According to this logic, “double entry bookkeeping” is the
thesis, with “single entry bookkeeping” as the antithesis. This is the
viewpoint in the structuralism theory of accounting as language. Likewise,
there are many other similar cases in accounting terms. For example,
“periodical accounting of profit and loss” is the thesis,with “lot accounting of
profit and loss” as the antithesis. “Accrual basis” is the thesis, with “cash
basis” as the antithesis. “Principles based” is the thesis, with “rules based”

as the antithesis. And so on.
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(4) In daily life, when existing words and new words were born, all of
them were just rhetoric(metaphor)at the beginning. Because the outside
world when not having words is like chaos as Umezu et al pointed out.
is the

»

“Materialistic accounting theory(materialistische Kontentheorie)
thesis, with  “personalistic  accounting theory ( personalistische
Kontentheorie)” as the antithesis. Therefore, materialistic accounting theory
that is seen only in physical distribution as the correct mapping about the
outside world of chaos is a legitimate settlement against personalistic
accounting theory. If materialistic accounting theory criticizes personalistic
accounting theory as “personification theory”, it will conversely lead to anti-

criticism that is “materialization theory”



